
m a g a z i n e

The 20th Anniversary of Josh
Turner’s “Long Black Train”

Ronnie Milsap to Celebrate 80th
Birthday on the Grand Ole Opry

…Music News, Charts, and More

One of Country GospelOne of Country Gospel
Music’s MostMusic’s Most

Influential WomenInfluential Women







4 CROSS COUNTRY USA MAGAZINE • MARCH 2023

CROSS COUNTRY USA MAGAZINE
PO Box 147 • 17911 Hwy 96 • Kennedy, AL 35574

Phone: 205-596-4371 / Fax: 205-596-4375
(Office hours: 10:00 am - 4:00 pm CST Mon-Fri)

WEBSITE
www.crosscountryusamagazine.com

BUSINESS OPERATIONS / C.O.O.
Randall Wilds

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Rachel Hodges

MANAGING EDITOR
Robin Tanner

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
John Lanier

FEATURE EDITORS
Deborah Baliles
John Randolph

MaryAnne Wagoner
Tina Wakefield

WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT
John Lanier

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Christine Scott • Gatlin Dean

COVER PRICE
$3.95 U.S. • $5.95 CANADA

SUBSCRIPTION RATE
$20.00 per year (U.S. Only)

Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express accepted

PUBLISHED AND DISTRIBUTED BY

©2023 Cross Country USA Magazine / Wilds & Associates. All rights reserved. No
part of this magazine may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form or by any means - electronic, mechanical, photocopy,
recording or any other - without written permission from the publisher. News or
information read ‘live’ on the air is allowed without prior written permission from
the publisher by noting the source of information.

All advertisements mustbe approved by the publisher before appearing in Cross
Country USA Magazine. All advertisers must agree to provide documentation to
establish credibility and reliability to fulfill obligations incurred as a result of said
advertisement. Cross Country USA Magazine reserves the right to refuse any
advertising for any reason. Acceptance of advertisement by the publisher does
not necessarily imply endorsement.

MARCH 2023
ON THE COVER

Features

28 Mary Fay Jackson
One of Country Gospel
Music’s Most Influential
Women
By Robin Tanner

8 Savanna Kirby
Worth the Journey
By Robin Tanner

10 Remembering…
Mark Capps, Stan
Hitchcock, Billy
Wayne Holcomb
Staff, Cross Country
USA

38 Josh Turner
20th Anniversary of
‘Long Black Train’
By Robin Tanner

50 Bill Baker
God Knows the
Desires of Your Heart
By Deborah Baliles

Series
14 Young Country - AirizonaWildflowers

By Robin Tanner

26 The Story Behind the Song -Daddy Sang Bass
By Robin Tanner

32 Legends - Ken Holloway
By Robin Tanner

42 The Music Lives On - Patsy Cline, Cowboy Copas, HackshawHawkins
Staff, Cross Country USA

NEWS
16 Cross Country USA Report

Christian Country Music News & Scoops

MUSIC CHART
36 Cross Country USA Hot 100

Official Christian Country Music Top 100

Departments

MARCH 20, 2023



SUBSCRIBE NOWSUBSCRIBE NOW

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State ____________ ____Zip ______________________

U.S. subscription $20.00 per year
Canadian subscription $45.00 per year

(payable in U.S. Dollars only)
Please allow 6-8 weeks for
delivery of your first issue.

Visa, MasterCard, American Express
and Discover cards accepted.

Call 205-596-4371 for payment by phone
or complete and mail in form.

Card # ________________________________________

Exp Date ______________________________________

Phone ________________________________________

Signature _____________________________________

Mail your subscription order to:
Cross Country USA Magazine

PO Box 147
Kennedy, AL 35574

Save more than 50% off

Save more than 50% off

the single issue cover
the single issue cover

price with annual
price with annual

subscription!
subscription!

I'm not Lucky. I am blessed!
Happy March! Spring is on the horizon - longer days, the

beautiful blooms,and warmer temperatures!! It's always refreshing
after a cold winter when everything is green and bright. I love the
Springtime except for that yellow dusting we call pollen! Even
through theallergies andsneezing, it's still my favorite timeof year!

Have you heard someone say, they were lucky or had good
luck? Well, the truth is luck had nothing to do with it. I do not
consider myself lucky. I am blessed! It made me think about why
we celebrate St. Patrick's Day.

Saint Patrick's Day was made an official Christian feast day in
the early 17th century. The day commemorates Saint Patrick and
the arrivalof Christianity in Irelandand celebrates the heritageand
culture of the Irish in general. It was intended to honor St. Patrick
on the day of his death. It has come to represent so much more
around the world. Nowadays, St. Patrick's Day is barely a holy
celebration of the man; rather, it is a celebration of Ireland, its
culture, and its myths. Celebrations generally involve public
parades and festivals.

Four-leaf clovers, leprechauns, dressing in green seem to be
the common characteristics that surround the yearly St. Patrick's
Day celebrations around the world. We've all heard the myths
surrounding the Irish leprechaun, the little man dressed in green
waiting at the end of the rainbow with his pot of gold coins. Just
like all the holidays it has become commercialized. Enjoy the fun
activities of the day by always wearing green so you don't get
pinched and eat some lucky charms cereal! LOL!

As long as God is in your life you don't have to relyon luck. We
get to enjoy God's blessing! We don't need a pot of gold at the end
of the rainbow. We have the promise of streets of gold in Heaven.
Sure, I will wear green. I don't want to get pinched! Lol! But I won't
rely on luck on March 17th or any other day. I will just say I'm
blessed. I will take a blessing over being lucky any day!

There is a song that came to mind as I was writing this. It was
recorded by Gospel group, The Hemphills and written by Joel
Hemphill called Don't Call Me Lucky, Call Me Blessed…

"Don't call me lucky, call me blessed.
This life of mine's no chance success.

I know Jesus is my happiness.
Don't call me lucky, call me blessed."

God bless you all!!

Robin
Robin Tanner, Managing Editor

For more information, visit our website and connect with us on Facebook!
www.crosscountryusamagazine.com

Facebook.com/crosscountryusamagazine

From the Editor
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Carol Barham

Thanks DJs for playing my new single release,

NEW FEATHERS
On Hey Y’all Media Compilation
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T he Alabama native began singing at the age of
eleven years old when she auditioned for her
middle school’s show choir. She then went to

Florence High School and got involved in the show choir,
songwriting, spending time in the recording studio, and the
high school stage band. She says, “I was very blessed to have
had such a great learning environment when it came to music,
and I fell in love. I am currently singing and writing and
thankful I get to share my passion with others.”

Savanna was honored to be able to perform the National
Anthem for the Alabama State Games ceremony in Dothan.
She was also blessed with the opportunity to perform at the
Alabama Bicentennial celebration at the state capitol. There
is much excitement for Savanna as she keeps climbing in her
career.

She dealt with some hard times through collegewhen she
moved away to Troy, Alabama. She admits, “It was a while
until the door opened for me to actually pursue music the way
i wanted to, but although the journey was long, I am thankful
that I finally got the chance to start my music career.”

She became the ‘Vocalist of the Year’ two years in a row
in Troy University’s stage band ensemble called Populus.
Kirby was also a finalist/winner in the National Young arts
competition. She has just released a single to radio entitled,
Options. “I am so excited to begin to share my music with the
world and hope to gain your support!”

Savanna couldn’t sing until the age of eleven. She
remembers vividly the night that the calling of music was
placed over her life by God. “It was the night I became a
Christian and gave my life to Christ. I went to the alter to ask
Jesus to save me. Soon as I did, God spoke loud and clear and
said, ‘You’re going to use your voice for me when you grow
up.’ At first, I didn’t understand what God meant until he
placed singing in my life.”

Savanna’s passion and love for music is rooted in the
calling that she feels Jesus placed in her life to fulfill. When
the Lord gave her the dream to pursue a music career, she
never stopped working towards that goal. It was a very long
and hard road. She has dealt with doubts, people telling her
she “couldn’t do it,” or she “should do something else.” She
has been told she should have never been put in a music class.
But she wants people to know that God never goes back on
his promises! “Although it has taken me around ten years to
officially get started, the journey and the wait was absolutely
worth it in the end. The road is still long, but God has begun
to answer my prayers and I am so excited.”

Savanna wants to connect with people from all walks of
life with her music. She wants the world to know that our
differences, our mistakes, and our flaws make us beautiful.
We are never too far gone to receive love, and she wants
everyone that hears her music to be able to relate, have fun,
and even find God in her music.

Savanna Kirby grew up in Florence,
Alabama, but spent a lot of her time
across the river in Muscle Shoals. She
grew up listening to iconic Muscle
Shoals artists like Etta James, Percy
Sledge, James Brown and many others.
Her style is heavily influenced on the
soul of those artists. She also is inspired
by Gospel and Christian artists due to
her faith. She grew up on stage as a
dancer, so she has been performing all
of her life. Her dream is to make an
impact on the world.

By Robin Tanner
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Thanks DJs for playing
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For Radio distribution, call Wilds And Associates:205-662-4826.
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REMEMBERING…
MARK CAPPS • STAN HITCHCOCK • BILLY WAYNE HOLCOMB

Staff, Cross Country USA

Mark Capps
December 14, 1968 – January 5, 2023

Mark Capps was born December 14, 1968. A graduate of
Belmont University, he was a four-time Grammy award-
winning engineer and the son of legendary Grand Ole Opry
guitarist for over sixty years, the late Jimmy Capps. He was
Sound Engineer for The Isaacs on the road and in the studio
for the last eighteen years.

He engineered recordings for artists such as George
Jones, Neil Diamond, Moe Bandy, The Oak Ridge Boys,
Jimmy Fortune, Jan Howard, Marty Stuart, Connie Smith,
K.T. Oslin, Terry Bradshaw, The Malpass Brothers, Dennis
Quaid, Dolly Parton, Brotherly Love, Tim Menzies, Aaron
Tippin, Alabama, Lee Roy Parnell, The Kentucky
Headhunters, Kenny Loggins, Karen Peck and New River,
Michael Sykes, Drew Womack, Ronnie Milsap, Conway
Twitty, LyndaRandle, TheDixie Chicks and countless others.
He engineered at many recording studios, including the Sound
Shop in Nashville for over twenty years, Ben's Den in
Hendersonville, and many others.

Mark loved collecting record albums,mostly '80's Classic
Rock, and he had the knowledge of everyone that played,
produced, and engineered them. He loved sharing his
"Wealthless worth of wealth of Trivial Trivia" as he called it.
He was also a huge guitar collector and loved searching for
vintage guitars. He had a great love for guitars, just like his
dad, Jimmy Capps.

Mark's ability in the studio was genius, and he was
respected for his gift of engineering, but he was also so loved
by all who worked with and knew him.

Mark Jason Capps, age 54, of Hermitage, Tennessee
passed away on Thursday, January 5, 2023.

Stan Hitchcock
March 21,1936 – January 4, 2023

Stanley Edward Hitchcock was born onMarch 21, 1936,
in PleasantHope, Missouri. Hitchcock moved to Springfield,
Missouri before he wasfive years old and began to play guitar
at age twelve. By his teenage years, he was regularly
performing on local radio stations KWTO and WTTS, and
refining his chops to become a full-time musician.

After enlisting in the Navy during the Korean War he
started his band on board the USS Bryce Canyon. Stan
returned home in 1958 and, alongwith his uncle Bob Johnson,
began a ranch for homeless boys, the Good Samaritan Boys
Ranch in Brighton, Missouri.

He joined with a local gospel group, The Waymakers, to
raise funds for the ranch to launch a regionally syndicated
radio show recorded out of KWTO in Springfield. Missouri.
It all started when BobBilyeu, a friend of Stan’s for over sixty
years, was a member of The Waymakers and met Hitchcock
at a Sunday singing service at a Springfield church. They
started singing and made an album together.

This led to a solo career for Stan when another legendary
figure in the Ozarks, Red Foley of Ozarks Jubilee fame,
introduced Stan to Nashville record company executives. Stan
released twelve albums during his recording career and had
several charted singles released worldwide. His biggest hit
was Honey I’m Home, which reached number 17 on the
Country charts in 1969. Hitchcock also toured extensively
with well-known artists as their opening act. Among those
artists was Loretta Lynn.

In 1966 Stan expanded his career with the nationally
syndicated “Stan Hitchcock Show,” which gave a television
start toTom T.Hall, BarbaraMandrell, MelTillis, JerryReed,
and many more. In 1979, Stan produced and hosted another
nationally distributed television series, “Stan Hitchcock from
the Ozarks,” with production centered in Branson, Missouri.
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In 1983 Hitchcock became part of the group that started
Country Music Television (CMT), a significant moment in
the history of Country music as this new outlet convinced
record labels to produce videos of young and upcoming artists
to sellmore records by putting them in front of a TV audience.
The music industry recognizedHitchcock as the pioneerwho
brought a new generation of Country music stars to the
television generation and changed how artists delivered their
music.

His “Stan Hitchcock’s Heart to Heart,” which featured
artists interviewing with Stan and playing their songs, would
go on for 25 years on several networks. Introducing a new
breed of Country performers to television audiences on the
show wereTravis Tritt, Alabama, Reba, TheOak RidgeBoys,
Keith Whitley, and Garth Brooks.

Besides CMT, Stan also started BlueHighways TV,
headquartered in Tennessee, and the Branson-based
Americana TV Network that eventually became the Hallmark
Channel. He also authored a book in 2009 called “At The
Corner of Music Row an Memory Lane” about his life and
Country music.

Stan leaves a long and impressive legacy that includes
being named to the Traditional Country Music Hall of Fame,
theMissouri CountryMusic Hall of Fame, and the elite Cable
Television Pioneers Organization for successfully launching
three cable television networks.

Hitchcock brought Countrymusic to cable television and
to the audiences. He had many dedicated fans which were no
different than the performers he showcased. Some of the
programs Stan Hitchcock hosted and helped produce still air
on Country Road TV, like Heart To Heart.

Stan passed away at age 86 from cancer on January
4, 2023.

Dr. Billy Wayne Holcomb
February 8, 1938 – January 8, 2023

Billy Wayne Holcomb was born February 8, 1938, in
Ubell Fannin County, Texas in the home of his grandmother.
He lived in Honey Grove until November 1944, when his
family moved to Denison, Texas.

As a young boy his mother asked, “Billy Wayne, what
do you want to do when you grow up?” He replied, “I want

to write songs and sing them.” She told him, “If the Lord
wants you to, he will educate you.”

Though he never had formal training Billy played piano
in an amazing way. He also played the guitar, accordion, and
organ. He began writing songs and singing in high school,
originally playing with a Western Gospel Band.

He graduated in 1956 andwent on to University of Texas
Permian BasinCollege inOdessa. Texas. He studied theology
in Cleveland, Tennessee and received his Doctor of Music
degree from Emmanuel Baptist University in North Carolina.

On June 30th, 1956, Billy marriedMildred Christine Pate
in Paris, Texas. Billy gave his beautiful bride the nickname,
“Milly the model,” and it has become her name to many
friends and family.

It was also in 1956 that Billy, along with W. Lindsey
Thompson, co-founded the International Country Gospel
Music Association. This organization is still going strong
today under the current President, Dan Duncan. In 1977, he
founded the Texoma Gospel Music Association, which
promotes local musicians and is still going strong under the
current President, Dr. Mary Fay Jackson.

Billy worked for different department stores for some
time. He was later called to preach and served as Pastor of
The Church of God of Prophesy in Pittsburg, Texas.

Billy wrotemore than 1000 songs,many recorded himself
and several by top stars. Most of his songs were Country
Gospel, Patriotic, and some Country. He was in Billboard
Music Magazine Top 100 in the late 1960s. He continued to
write and record songs, poems, and books. At the time of his
death, he had several other projects in the works.

Dr. Holcomb was a collector of Western memorabilia.
In 1942, at the age of four, Billy’s mother took him to a Gene
Autry movie. He could never remember anything about
meeting Gene, but he kept his autograph from that day. From
then on, Gene was his Hero. He began to collect everything
he could find about Gene and Champion. He had hundreds
of magazines, posters, coloring books, everything about his
#1 hero.He also had devoted collections to RoyRogers, Allan
“Rocky” Lane, Randolph Scott, and many of the other movie
cowboys. He collected everything, and even as a youngster
of eight he had the discipline and foresight to take care of his
treasures. He often bought several copies of magazines or
comic books and TV guides. What was fading nostalgia for
most was always still bright for him. It was all stored in that
unbelievable memory of his.

Billy andMildred were married for 66 blissful years. The
couple stood strong together through life’s joys and hardships.
They were parents to two daughters – Kim and Denise. They
had six grandchildren and eight great grandchildren.
Dr BillyWayne Holcombwent home to bewith his Lord and
Savior early Sunday morning, January 8, 2023. He was at
home surrounded by his loving family.
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Donna
Kilmurray

Thank you DJs for playing my new release,

ANGEL TOO SOON

Donna Kilmurray Ministries
www.DonnaKilmurray.com • Phone: 816-237-6724

Distributed to radio by Millennium Music Group and Canyon Creek Records
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Spotlight on young Christian Country artists

By Robin TannerARIZONA WILDFLOWERS

T he Arizona Wildflowers live on a ranch in
Southern Arizona. The Dietrich family consists
of young talented siblings who love to play and

sing Bluegrass, Gospel, and Old Time Music. The Arizona
Wildflowers have become viral sensations with their videos
on Facebook and YouTube, reaching over a million views.
Their fan base is growing like the wildflowers in the
Springtime!

The Arizona Wildflowers are made up of five siblings.
The oldest sister Ranelle is fourteen years old. She plays
mandolin and sings melody. Brie is thirteen years old singing
the low harmonies and playing rhythm guitar. Aspen who is
eleven is their resident fiddler and sings high harmony for
their family group. Their little brother, eight-year-old Sawyer
plays the standup bass for his sisters. Then the youngest sister
Isley is six plays the fiddle and joins her family on stage
sometimes.

The siblings all began playing fiddle at the early age of
three years old. They all are state and national fiddle
champions. Sawyer became the National Small Fry fiddle
champion in 2022 and will go back to compete and try to
retain his title this summer in June in Weiser, Idaho. The
fiddle is not the only instrument The Arizona Wildflowers
play. These talented musicians also play the piano, guitar and
mandolin. You can hear the influences of Rhonda Vincent,
Ricky Skaggs and The Purple Hulls in their music.

To have started at a young age the girls already have been
blessed with great moments on stage. Ranelle says, “Mymost
memorable musical moment was opening forMichael Martin
Murphey at a 2019 concert.” Aspen shares, “it was playing

The National Anthem on horseback at a rodeo.” Then Brie
adds, “My favorite moment was winning the Small Fry
National Fiddle title in Weiser, Idaho.” There will be many
more great memories ahead for them. To perform on The
Grand Ole Opry is their ultimate goal.

The Arizona Wildflowers have a huge following on
Facebook and Youtube. Their song ThankGod I’mA Country
Girl has had over a million views on Facebook and Are You
Washed InThe Blood has over a quarter million views. Their
cover of the old John Denver classic Take Me Home Country
Roads shows off their tight harmonies, musicianship, and
horseback riding skills.

They recently were featured on Cowboy Channel from
RFD TV on Wild Rides. Not only are they talented singers
and musicians they also compete in the rodeos. They say, “So
far our biggest challenge is making sure not to schedule gigs
on weekends when we’re competing in rodeos!” One of their
dreams is to compete in the National Finals Rodeo for barrel
racing.

This family shares, “We spend our time playing music,
doing rodeos, and traveling. We love attending our Cowboy
Church on Sunday mornings! We all love the Lord and seek
His Will for our lives. It is very rewarding for us to spread
joy through music, and we love to make people happy. We
want to glorify Christ in everything we do and go where He
leads.”

Arizona Wildflowers currently have four CDs available.
Their brand-new CD titled “’In The Pines” was released in
February. You can purchase CDs along with other
merchandise on their Facebook page.
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CHRISTIAN COUNTRY MUSIC NEWS & SCOOPS

Cross Country Report continued on page 19 > > >

"Sunday Mornin' Country” Returns to The
Grand Ole Opry House for 41st Annual Event

Make plans now to attend the 41st Annual “Sunday Mornin’
Country,” sponsored by Music City Christian Fellowship. The
much-anticipated eventwill beheld at the GrandOle OpryHouse,
Nashville, Tennessee on Sunday, June 11, 2023, at 4:30PM with
pre-show at 4:00PM.

“Sunday Mornin' Country" promises to be the best ticket in
town, blendingtop Countryartists andyour favoriteGospel music
together for a time of celebration and inspiration you don'twant
to miss! This yearly event brings great entertainment for the
whole familyas Countrymusic artistscome together to share their
hearts as well as their favorite Gospel songs.

Sponsored by the Nashville-based nonprofit, Music City
Christian Fellowship, the concert at the conclusion of CMA Music
Fest/Fan Fair each year leaves its fans andguests withan uplifting
memory of Nashville that will last a lifetime. "Sunday Mornin'
Country" is the longest running named Country/Gospel event
associated with the week of CMA Music Fest/Fan Fair.

The Music City Christian Fellowship board announced,
“Brenda Lee will be the host of “Sunday Mornin’ Country” once
again. We are currently scheduling Country and Gospel artists
that we know you are going to love. Feel free to reach out if you
have a group of ten or more that would like to come to the show,
via our Sunday Mornin' County Facebookpage to discuss special
arrangements.”

“Sunday Mornin’ Country’s” past artists andperformers have
included BrendaLee, CharlieMcCoy, ConnieSmith, TheOak Ridge
Boys, Cowboy Joe Babcock, Lulu Roman, Ronnie McDowell, Fox
Brothers, MelanieWalker, BarbaraFairchild, JohnBerry, T.Graham
Brown, Rhonda Vincent, and many more.

Tickets canbe purchasedat Opry.com.For more information
and for updates on artists appearing, visit their website
musiccitychristianfellowship.org or facebook.com/Sunday
Mornin’ Country.

Alabama Announces the Return of June Jam
The FortPayne Chamberof CommerceAwards Banquet took

place on February 7th. It was there that Country Music group
Alabama made a special announcement. Frontman RandyOwen
and bassist Teddy Gentry announced the band will revive their
beloved JuneJam concert this year. The event is plannedfor June
3 at the DekalbCounty VFWFair Grounds in FortPayne, Alabama,
the band’s hometown.

Country Hall of Famers, Alabama became superstars in the
‘80s by weaving roots, hooks, harmonies, and charisma. The
group notchedmore than40 Countrynumber-one hits, including
MountainMusic, 40HourWeek,Feels SoRight, OldFlame, TheCloser
You GetandSong of the South. Theyalso soldmore than73 million
albums. During the 1980s, Alabama had 10 straight albums go
platinum or multiplatinum, including iconic LPs like “The Closer
You Get” and “Roll On.”

In addition to Owen and Gentry, the band’s classic lineup
featured guitarist/fiddler Jeff Cook and drummer Mark Herndon.
The band parted ways with Herndon in the early 2000s. Cook,
known forhis vocalharmonies, double-neckguitar andMyHome’s
In Alabama solo, stepped away around 2018 due to Parkinson’s
disease. In late 2022, Cook died at age 73.

On Feb. 7, Owen, Gentry and Cook’s widow Lisa Cook were
at the Fort Payne Chamber of Commerce banquet to accept the
V.I. Prewett Lifetime AchievementAward, named for the founder
of a local hosiery manufacturing firm. That’s when Owen and
Gentry announced June Jam’s return.

June Jam’s original run went from 1982 to 1997. In addition
to Alabama, performers at past June Jams included the likes of
Garth Brooks, Dolly Parton, Willie Nelson, The Judds, Charley
Pride, Steve Earle, Clint Black, Charlie Daniels Band, and Glen
Campbell.

According to Huntsville CBS affiliate WHNT-19, 2023 June
Jam lineup and ticket info will be announced at a later date. The
Fort Payne Times-Journal first reported Alabama’s plans to bring
back June Jam.
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www.terrydavismusic.com
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< < < Cross Country Report, continued from page 16

2911 Media Announces the Arrival of Levi Henry Westby,
Born Tuesday, January 24, 2023

Levi is the first born to 2911 President/CEO Jeremy Westby
and his wife Ashley (Read) Westby.

Levi Henry Westby was born Tuesday, January 24, 2023, at
Saint ThomasMidtown hospital in Nashville, Tennessee toparents
Jeremy Westby and Ashley (Read) Westby. He weighed 7 lbs and
7 oz and measured 18.5 inches.

A littlehistory onthe baby’sname. TheWestbys werearound
five months married when they traveled to Southern California
in the fall of 2021 to celebrate Ashley’s cousin’s wedding. Prior to
the nuptials, they opted for aday trip to Disneyland (big surprise!).
After Disney’s evening fireworks, they decided to take in The
Haunted Mansion at Disneyland Park, and while in the waiting
queue, they observed multiple prop gravestones. One of them
had ‘Levi’ on it, and both of them turned to each other
simultaneously andsaid, ‘I love thatname! That’dbe agreat name
for our child!’ Of significant note, Ashley worked at Disney

Animation and was a key producer on Frozen, as well as many
other well-known feature films. She also worked at DreamWorks
Animation, Reel FX, Fox News, Walt Disney Television, CONAN,
The Ellen DeGeneres Show, and Walt Disney World in Orlando,
Florida.

Interestingly, as soon as Levi made his grand entrance, the
doctor and delivery nurses forgot that it was a surprise - and
nobody in the room (save for ‘Auntie’ Tracy Rhew) knewwhether

Baby Westby would be a boy or girl. So as soon as they
pulled him up and laid him in Ashley’s arms, one of the
nurses proclaimed, “IT’S A BOY!!”

Jeremy’s Pastor and very close friend, Will B. Smith II,
the worship pastor and musical director at Bethel World
Outreach Church in Brentwood,Tennessee, was the officiant
of their wedding in May of 2021, and would frequently
exhort that anyone serving on the worship team was a
Levite - someone tasked with preparing the house for
worship and that it was their duty to lead everyone into the
Lord’s presence.The intent in namingThe Westby’sfirstborn
Levi is he would be both a leader and uniter everywhere he
goes.

Henry is from the Old German name Haimirich, from
the Germanic heim meaning “home” and ric which means
“power, ruler.” So, the name means ‘ruler of the house’. Not
only will Levi be a leader and uniter, but he will also be a
ruler of the house - of those places where God’s grace has
allowed himto haveopportunities to lead othersby serving
them.

Henry is Ashley’s great-great-grandfather’s name. On her
mother’s side, Lori Read’s mother is Marion Schmitter. Her
grandfather wasHenry Ockershausen. Joel, Lori’shusband, wears
a wedding band that was passed down from Henry to his female
heirs, to be given to their husbands upon betrothal. The name is
very dear to theRead family, and theywanted tohonor her family
by giving the little one his meaningful name.

The Westbyswant to thank you for your support as they grow
their beautiful family!

Jeremy and Ashley Westby welcome their
firstborn son, Levi Henry Westby

Marty Stuart Gears Up for New Album ‘Altitude’
Marty Stuart and His Fabulous Superlatives have announced

their first album in six years, “Altitude.” Coming May 19 on
Snakefarm, “Altitude” was written as Stuart was on the road with
Chris Hillman and Roger McGuinn as they toured in celebration
of the50th anniversaryof TheByrds landmarkalbum, “Sweetheart
of the Rodeo.” In a press release announcing “Altitude,” Stuart
recalls first buying the album for $2.99 in the discount bin of a
record store in Goodlettsville, Tennessee, and says revisiting it
during his tour withHillman andMcGuinn brought its magicback
to mind.

“Altitude” is unabashedly Country, drawing on the talents of
Fabulous Superlatives Kenny Vaughan, Harry Stinson, and Chris
Scruggs.

“I’ve been quoted as saying the most outlaw thing you can
possibly do in Nashville, Tennessee, these days is to play Country
music. It can be done,” Stuart says in the announcement. “On
‘Altitude,’ there’s twin fiddles, steel guitar, and the legendary Pig
Robbins playing piano on what turned out to be one of his last
recording sessions. The song is a reminder to me, and to anyone

else still interested, that there’s a few ofus outhere whostill know
how to make authentic Country music. I have an absolute belief
that there’s a world of people out there who still love it; as my
wife Connie Smith says it’s the ‘cry of the heart.’ Harlan Howard
said, ‘it’s three chords and the truth’ - that’s Country music!”

Marty Stuart and His Fabulous Superlatives
(Photo by Alysse Gafkjen)
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< < < Cross Country Report, continued

Buddy Jewell’s Sweet Southern Comfort Celebrates 20
Years With An All Star Vocal Event

Sweet SouthernComfortwas recordedby Countrymusic artist
Buddy Jewell. It was released inOctober 2003as thesecond single
from his self-titled album “Buddy Jewell.” The song is written by
Rodney Clawsonand BradCrisler. Itpeaked atNo. 3on theUnited
States Hot Country Singles & Tracks in 2004, as did his previous
single Help Pour Out the Rain (Lacey's Song) in 2003.

The song tells of a small town man comparing small towns
in theSouthern U.S. to hishometown. Althoughhis town is never
mentioned it is implied that it is also in the Southern U.S. It
mentions manySouthern U.S. states suchas Carolina,Mississippi,
Louisiana, Alabama, Arkansas, and Georgia.

Buddy shared the news of the 20th anniversary on social
media. “This year is the 20th anniversary for the release of Sweet
Southern Comfort. To pay tribute, I invited a few friends to joinme
on thesong: ClintBlack, TheBellamy Brothers, and MartyRaybon
from Shenandoah!” Sweet Southern Comfort will be coming to
all digital outlets March 10th.

Buddy Jewell burst onto the Country music scene after
winning the inaugural season of the USA Network’s hit television
series “Nashville Star.” After Buddy’s win, Columbia Records
released his self-titled debut album “Buddy Jewell” which
debuted at #1 on the Billboard Top Country Albumcharts as well
as #13on theTop 100Pop AlbumCharts. Thealbum wascertified
Gold later that sameyear, sellingover halfmillion copies.Buddy’s
first two singles, Sweet Southern Comfort and Help Pour Out the

Rain (Lacey’s Song) both landed in the top 5 on the singles chart.
Jewell has since followed up with six more albums, “Times Like
These,” “Country Enough,” “I Surrender All,” “Wanted: LIVE,” “My
Father’s Country,” and “Bluebonnet Highway.”

Johnny Lee Announces 'Hey Bartender,
Last Call: The Farewell Tour'

Johnny Lee's 'Hey Bartender, Last Call: The Farewell Tour' is
Coming to California, Texas, Louisiana, Missouri, New Mexico,
Arizona, and North Carolina with more dates to be announced
soon.

Country legend and Urban Cowboy Johnny Lee, known for
his dynamic stage presence and countless hits including, Hey
Bartender, One In A Million, Pickin’ Up Strangers, Prisoner Of Hope,

Bet Your Heart On Me, Cherokee Fiddle, Could’ve Heard A Heart
Break, and his No. 1 crossover hit Lookin’ For Love, is announcing
his 'Hey Bartender, Last Call: The Farewell Tour.' Throughout his
career, Leehas achieved26 Top20 singlesand becamean integral
part of the 'Urban Cowboy' movement that took the world by
storm in the early80s. Alongwith theannouncement for the 'Hey
Bartender, Last Call: The Farewell Tour,' Johnny Lee is also
celebrating the 40th anniversary of his 1983 Top 10 hit Sounds
Like Love, which was written by Tommy Rocco and Charlie Black.

“The good Lord has given me a wonderful life and the
absolute most loyal fans in theworld,” shares Johnny. “Themusic
and fans have meant everything to me. Over the last couple of
years, Parkinson’s has been a pain in the…butt. This is a big
announcement and one I am not making easily. So come on out
and join us for a night of music and memories as we kick off the
'Hey Bartender, Last Call: The Farewell Tour.' This isn’t the
end…this is only the right now.”

Johnny Lee recently released his highly anticipated album,
“Everything’s Gonna Be Alright” by BFD/Audium Nashville,
distributed exclusively through The Orchard. “Everything’s
Gonna’ Be Alright” consists of fourteen songs, some written or
co-written by Johnny, thathe has saved throughout the years for
the perfect album that truly reflects his life. Each of the fourteen
tracks showcases a different side of Lee, allowing his listeners to
experience a journey thatdraws onhis past,but more importantly
highlights the future. “Everything’s Gonna’ Be Alright” was
premiered by Taste of Country and is available on all streaming
platforms.

Cross Country Report continued on page 23 > > >
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< < < Cross Country Report, continued from page 20

Nashville’s Iconic Ernest Tubb Record Shop Will Remain Open
Nashville's beloved Ernest Tubb Record Shop on Lower Broadway will keep its

doors open after previously selling the building, the Nashville Business Journal
reports.

Last year, it was announced that the legendary Ernest Tubb Record Shop in
downtown Nashville would be closing its doors after an ownership dispute led to
the business and building being sold.
In astatement releasedat the time, the record shopsaid: “It’swith great sadness that
we share the news that the Ernest Tubb Record Shop - building and business - will
be sold.

One of the shop's owners told Nashville Business Journal that the downtown
staple will remain open, with new renovations to come including an added rooftop.

According to the NashvilleBusiness Journal, the buildingand thebusiness were
bought for $18.3 million by a group that includes Nashville real estate developer
Brad Bars, musician Ilya Toshinskiy, local attorney Grover Collins, and Dale Tubb,
grandson of Ernest Tubb.

The record shop will also be restoring its facade to the original version which
goes back 70 years. When the construction is done, the record shop and
merchandise will be on one floor, a honky tonk will be on another floor and there
will be a third floor, according to the Nashville Business Journal. One of the owners
added that it’s unknown what will occupy the third floor at this time.

When the Ernest Tubb Record Shop owners first reported they would be selling
the business, the Nashville community was sad to see such a staple leave. Now,
Nashvillians and tourists don't have to say goodbye to this historic landmark.

Professor Larry Gatlin: Hit Singer-Songwriter to Teach
Master Class at University of Texas Permian Basin

GRAMMY® Award-winning Larry Gatlin headed back to
school. Not to learn - but to teach!The Universityof TexasPermian
Basin (located in Odessa, TX) debuted its latest faculty member,
Professor of Practice Gatlin, on January 23 when the legendary
singer began his own eight-week songwriting master class.

“Grammy Award-winning musician Larry Gatlin will be
sharing his art of creative writing and storytelling with students
this spring - all the skills that made him a hall of fame singer-
songwriter,” explains UT Permian Basin
President, Dr. Sandra Woodley. “As
UTPB’s new Professor of Practice, he will
lead anexciting newmaster class to share
his experiences and encourage people
from all walks of life to explore their own
creativity and passion. We are thrilled
about this partnership.”

“I believe there are only two kinds of
people in the world … rocks and
sponges,” quips Gatlin. “I am a sponge,
and I am going to squeeze myself out on
those kids at UTPB in the hope that some
of them are sponges too.”

Gatlin is no stranger to West Texas.
He was born in Seminole in 1948 and
graduated from Odessa High School. He
attended the University of Houston on a
football scholarshipwhere hemajored in
English and developed “a love affair with
the English Language” that later served
him well in his songwriting.

On the strength of his songwriting talents, Gatlin became
known throughout the Nashville music industry. Gatlin, along
with brothers Steve and Rudy, collectively known as the Gatlin
Brothers, racked up hit after hit and banked some of the most
prestigious awards in the industry. Gatlin penned every Gatlin
Brothers hit you’ve ever heard. He has written songs that were
later recorded by Elvis Presley, Glen Campbell, Barbra Streisand,
Johnny Cash, Kris Kristofferson, Charlie Rich, Johnny Mathis,
Dottie West, and many more. In 2019, he was inducted into the
Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame.

Larry Gatlin and UTPB President Dr. Sandra Woodley
(left of Gatlin) with University faculty, staff and students

CREDIT: COURTESY OF UTPB
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< < < Cross Country Report, continued

Ronnie Milsap to Celebrate 80th Birthday
on The Grand Ole Opry

The Grand Ole Opry will celebrate the 80th birthday of Opry
member Ronnie Milsap with a special “Ronnie Milsap & Friends”
show on March 25 at the Opry House.

Milsap will be among the night’s performers along with
fellow Opry members Trace Adkins, Mandy Barnett, Little Big
Town, Mark Wills and more for an extra special tribute for this
living legend. The Country legend was inducted into the Opry
family on February 6, 1976.

Portions of the show will air as a Saturday night Opry Live
later this year on the Circle Network, Circle All Access Facebook,
Twitter, and YouTube. The Opry show will be available on
opry.com and wsmonline.com, SiriusXM Willie’s Roadhouse, and
the show’s flagship radio home, WSM Radio.

Tickets are on sale now for all shows through summer 2023,
with a special offer for Tennessee residents, at (615) 871-OPRY
and on the Opry website.

The Ultimate Loretta Lynn Tribute Show, “Always Loretta”
A new tribute show to Loretta Lynn will feature Emily

Portman performing the songs of the Country great with Lynn’s
original band, the Coalminers. Portman will bring her signature
Loretta Lynn flared sound to the stage. The show is authorized
and approved by Lynn’s family.

Portman previously portrayed Lynn, who died last October,
in the touring productionof “ConwayTwitty: TheMan, TheMusic,
The Legend,The Musical.” “We losta legend last yearand shewas
an artist that paved the way for so many of us,” Portman said in
a release. “I was honored to know her, to have her blessing in
portraying her, and it’s a bigger honor to continue carrying on
her legacy.”

Always Loretta, billed as “The Ultimate Loretta Lynn Tribute
Show,” and featuring many of her countless hits, will be at the
Troubadour Theatre in Nashville on March 21. Portman has won

widespread praise in the role, with Rick Cornett, president of the
Loretta Lynn Fan Club, describing her performances as “spot on”
and “amazing.”

The show is further distinguished by the accompaniment of
the Coalminers, including Lynn’s longtime bandleader and lead
guitarist Dave Thornhill. “When I play a ‘Loretta Lynn Tribute’
show with Emily, it takes me back to 1967 when I played my first
show with Loretta,” he says. “After my 55 years and 10,000 plus
shows, playing lead guitar with Loretta, it’s like I’m starting all
over again. What an honor and blessing to be playing music with
Emily, she’s a real pro in my book, and I look forward to playing
many ‘Loretta’ shows with her.”

He’s joinedby BobHempker, Lynn’s steel guitarplayer for 55
years; Dennis Digby, bassist for 15 years; John Brown, drummer
for 20 years; and Monty Parkey, who had five years on piano.

For more information, visit www.alwaysloretta.com.



MARCH 2023 • CROSS COUNTRY USA MAGAZINE 25

Thank you DJs

for playing the

new single,

HE DIDN’T

LEAVE ME

DEANO GRAHAM

Written by
Timothy Freeman

www.deanograham.com
deanograham3@gmail.com

(407) 388-8667
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The Story Behind the Song
DADDY SANG BASS

Wri�en by Carl Perkins
Recorded by Johnny Cash

By Robin Tanner

There are some songs that bring
special memories every time we
hear them. We look back at the
classic song, the
history and the special meaning
this song holds for my family.

C ountry music legend Johnny Cash
recorded Daddy Sang Bass in 1968. It
was the first single from his album “The

Holy Land.”Written byRockabilly singer/songwriter
Carl Perkins, who also wrote Blue Suede Shoes, the
song was number one on the charts for six weeks.
The song included lines from theCarter Family song,
Will The Circle Be Unbroken?

The song was also released on the “Columbia Records
Hall of Fame Series” as a 45. The record was nominated in
the CMA awards category of ‘Single of the Year’ by the
Country Music Association (CMA) in 1969. Daddy Sang
Bass also appeared on the 1971 “Johnny Cash: Greatest Hits,
Vol. 2” collection, the 1999 Johnny Cash greatest hits”
compilation “16 Biggest Hits,” and the 2002, “The Essential
Johnny Cash Collection.”

According to Johnny Cash's book, “The Man in Black,”
the singer overcame his amphetamine addiction by finding
God and then helped his friend and frequent tour-mate Carl
Perkins to overcome his alcoholism. Feeling inspired, Perkins
wrote the song Daddy Sang Bass in 1967. Cash says the line
"Me and little brother will join right in there" was written
about Cash's brother Jack, who died when they were both
boys. In the song, the line is sung by Don Reid and Lew
DeWitt of The Statler Brothers who are uncredited on the
record, as is Country singer, Jan Howard, who sang the line
"Mama sang tenor" also in the song's chorus. June Carter
would sing the line in concert and on television with Cash.

Perkins also recorded the song for his 1969 “Greatest
Hits” compilation album. Cover versions includedRex Allen,
Glen Campbell, Dolly Parton, Mel Tillis, Porter Wagoner,
Kitty Wells, Skeeter Davis, The Statler Brothers (who also
performed the song on The Johnny Cash Show with Johnny
Cash and June Carter Cash), The Oak Ridge Boys, Dailey &

Vincent, J. D. Sumner and the Stamps, Sego Brothers and
Naomi, and many other artists sang this Gospel standard.

Daddy Sang Bass has become a personal song to our
family. The Parsons consisted of ten children raised on a farm
by hardworking parents. One of those Parsons girls is my
mama! In this family, everyone played an instrument,
everybody sang, plus therewere three preachers in the family.
The only entertainment they had, growing up, was playing
and singing. Friends would come by just to hear the Parsons
kids play their instruments and sing which consisted of
Bluegrass, Gospel, and Country Music. Even today our
families still get together and pick and sing (as we like to call
it), even down to the grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Even through the passing years we don’t get to enjoy this as
often, wewouldn’t take anything for those preciousmemories.

One of the songs that has remained constant every time
we come together is Daddy Sang Bass. This song is sung at
every gathering, party, and has even been sung at some
funerals. It was also sung at my dad’s memorial service last
year. My uncle Roger, who sings lead, mentioned before the
family sang the song, “If there was ever a song that fit the
Parsons Family this one suits us to a T.” You would have
thought it was written just for our family because it describes
the Parsons perfectly. Some of our family has made their
journey to Heaven but just like the song says, “One of these
days and it won't be long. I'll rejoin them in a song. I'm gonna
join the family circle at the Throne.”
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I have heard many great versions of this classic song from
Johnny Cash to Dailey & Vincent. Although these versions
are all wonderful, my favorite version is sung by the Parsons
Family!! Every time I hear them sing this song, I reflect back
to all those times we were together and sharing our love for
God, family, and music.

Daddy Sang Bass
I remember when I was a lad,

times were hard and things were bad.
But there's a silver lining behind every cloud.

Just poor people, that's all we were,
trying to make a living out of black land dirt.

We'd get together in a family circle singing loud.

Chorus
Daddy sang bass, mama sang tenor.

Me and little brother would join right in there.
Singing seems to help a troubled soul.
One of these days and it won't be long,

I'll rejoin them in a song.
I'm gonna join the family circle at the Throne.

No, the circle won't be broken.
By and by, Lord, by and by.

Daddy sang bass, Mama sang tenor.
Me and little brother would join right in there.

In the sky, Lord, in the sky.

I remember after work,
mama would call in all of us.

You could hear us singing for a country mile.
Now little brother has done gone on.

But I'll rejoin him in a song.
We'll be together again up yonder in a little while.
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Perhaps, most people are familiar with the reference of one that “wears
many hats.” The idiom refers to someone who is multi-skilled or has
many jobs and/or roles. Mary Fay Jackson is one who unarguably fits
that description. As a Gospel singer, musician, songwriter, minister,
promoter, TV show host, and , along with her family, a co-founder of
the Family Friendly Entertainment TV Network, she wears many hats
with grace and integrity. Her many years of service and dedication have
made her one of the most influential women in Country Gospel music.

By Robin Tanner
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M ary Fay is the oldest of nine children. Music
and ministry have been a part of her life since
the beginning. She recalls, “As a child, my

father, an evangelist, would have my sisters and I to sing at
churches and revivals. My mother, Dorothy Fay, bought me
an accordion at age seven and Aunt Connie Perry taught me
to play the piano. As a teenager I played the piano and sang
on dad’s radio broadcast on KSKY in Dallas, Texas. Wecome
from a long line of Jones family musicians. My great uncles
and aunts played live music every morning on KGAF in
Gainesville Texas.”

Mary Fay’s greatest influences were her dad, the late,
Jimmy Jones, along with other family members, Billy
Wayne Holcomb, who passed away in January, and Dr.
Jim Moss. In the 90s, she and her family met Dr. Billy
Holcomb, co-founder of the International Country Gospel
Music Association, founder of Texoma Gospel Music
Association, and owner of KJIM radio in Denison, Texas.
Billy and the (late) Wendy Duvall encouraged Mary Fay
to volunteer on the radio and start her own radio program.
They also asked her to serve on the ICGMA board for nine
years. In 2019, former presidents Billy Holcomb and
Eddie Ring elected Mary Fay as president of TGMA
which began in 1977.

In 1995, Dr. Jim Moss of DayStar Television was a
great mentor for television hosting and evangelism. He
had helped start PTL and other major networks. “He
appeared on ‘Texas Country Gospel’ and helped grow the
program,” Mary Fay says. “I was blessed to hear his point
on suggestions. He and his wife Ellen are special friends.”

When asked about highlights of her career and
memorable moments throughout her ministry, she replied,
“Traveling and singing with my Jones and Perry families
known as 1 A Chord. In May of 1995 we all began our
award-winning TV show, Texas Country Gospel, which
aired on DayStar for seven years, then Gospel Music
Television, and now Family Friendly Entertainment
Network and many other stations including Roku. Texas
Country Gospel TV is an award winning program that has
touched many lives and is continuing in its 28th year!”

She adds, “A big highlight for 1 AChord was singing
on the world renowned Grand Ole Opry in November
1995 on the Gospel portion of The Jimmy Snow Show,
fulfilling my Daddy’s dream!” Other honors that hold a
special meaning for Mary Fay include being a guest on
“God On The Mountain Legacy.” The documentary tells the
story behind this popular song written by the late Tracey
Dartt. It features several artists including the Dartts,
McKameys, Lynda Randle, and many others in a 90 minute
documentary produced by Tracey’s son, Don.

Traveling toEgypt, singing at a Sador mealwhile looking
out at the pyramids and praying over that nation is another
most memorable time. This ten-day excursion or adventure
happened around Easter 2005. When back in Israel, the tour
leader had a change of plans, and they took gifts to the Israeli
army. She asked Mary Fay to sing to the Israeli soldiers and

led the group in the song,We Are Standing On Holy Ground.
She still counts it an honor to sing for a large USA Military
event in Ft. Worth, Texas each year.

Mary Fay and her family have faced many challenges
along their journey. In 2000, a year after they opened up The
Jones Family Theater in Farmers Branch Texas, her dad had
open heart surgery, andAunt Connie Perry, a cancer survivor,
had broken her back. Then Mary Fay went through a divorce
and was estranged from her only son for a season. She
mentions, “Some mighty powerful songs came out of some
of these trials.”

Roses, Mary Fay’s signature song, received The
International Music Association’s 2011 ‘Song of the Year’
and remains an audience favorite. She’s had several charting
songs written and recorded through the years along with her
Aunt Connie Perry and sisters, Diana Thomas and Carla Ann
Jones. Numerous awards during their ministry have included
‘TV Show of the Year,’ ‘Group of the Year,’ and ‘Song of
the Year,’

Mary Fay won ‘Ms. Texoma 1994’ from Texoma Gospel
Music Association. From the ICGMA she has been honored
to receive two Gold Cross Awards and inducted into the
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ICGMA Hall of Fame. Through the Gospel Music Fan
Awards, fans named her ‘Living Legend’ in 2020. Most
recently, she was honored with a Doctorate of Music and a
Doctorate of Humanitarians from Emmanuel Baptist
University.

Dr. Jackson has enjoyed serving as president of Texas
Gospel Music Association, filming Texas Country Gospel
TV programs/videos and being on the advisory board for The
Gospel Station in Ada, Oklahoma.

She travels extensively to military events, is a regular
performer in Branson, plans tours to the Passion Play, enjoys
being a part of Christian Media organizations, singing at
Gospel Fest at Loretta Lynn’s Ranch every year, singing and
ministering at churches and many other annual events.

She also enjoys hearing from their faithful TV viewers.
“I love answering the phone and praying for the TV viewers
and hearing them say things like, ‘We never miss your show,’
‘We look forward to TCG each week,’ ‘We feel like we’re
family,’ and especially to hear them say they feel the
anointing!!”

Mary Fay works with many people in the Gospel music
industry with concerts and videos.Many she has been blessed
to work with are Bev McCann, Jim Sheldon, Joy Roberts,
Dale Rochell, Marvin & Vernell Morrow, Sue Ann Clark.
Diana Thomas, and many others.

As would be evident, Mary Fay is always busy between
music and ministry. Although in her spare time she loves
spending time with her precious mother Dorothy, her little
niece Mallory, and her large family. She feels the calling to
watch and pray for her family and friends, and for the lost.
Trusting in the Word of God, Jerimiah 29:11 and Philippians
4:13 are some of the scriptures she proclaims.

She concludes, “I desire your prayers for good health,
favor, and God ideas.”

www.maryfayjackson.com

Mary Fay with her mother, Dorothy Jones

David Smith

AT RADIO NOW

BEHOLDTHE LAMB

David Smith • 43 Walnut Rd. • West Liberty, KY
Ph: (606) 743-7549

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

Distributed by

David’s music is available on all major digital music outlets
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S E R I E S

KEN HOLLOWAY
By Robin Tanner

K en Holloway started his singing career in
Country music but would become a forefront of
the Christian Country music genre. Ken had

sixteen number one songs, won ‘Male Vocalist of the Year’
twice and ‘Entertainer of the Year.’ Some of his songs
included, I Don’t Wanna Go Alone, Hoedown, and Unplug
the Jukebox, just to name a few. He shares of his success
saying, “Radio has always been so kind to me. I have been
blessed. It has never been about awards for me. I wanted to
record songs that would help people.”

Like many aspiring artists Ken started out singing
Country Music anywhere he could, hoping for a record deal.
He says, “I always joke and tell people that I’m a one trick
pony, I only sing Country! It’s what I’ve been raised on and
what I have a passion for.” Ken credits iconic artist Vern
Gosdin and George Jones as his musical influences.

Holloway recalls, “When I was a young up and coming
Country singermy lifewas interrupted when mywife became
born again! I saw the change in her and the love she had for
the Lord so much that it impacted my life. I became a
Christian two years later.”

The Louisiana native says, “I come from a culture where
people love to dance and laugh and cook and eat and just have
fun. It’s the waywe were raised. So, I’ve tried to do the same
in my Christian walk. I try to love people as they are and not
who I or anyone else thinks they should be.”

Ken has performed all over the country. Although he has
many special moments there is one that stands out to him. He
was performing a concert for couples reigniting theirmarriage
at a church event. He remembers, “I played Country love
songs while these couples danced and laughed. It was a
memorable night for sure. It’s always rewarding to talk to
someone who was impacted by my songs on the radio, or at
a show. It’s doesn’t get better than that.”

Ken has faced many challenges while traveling on the
road away from home and his family. He shares, “I had a rule
that I had to be home after ten days. So, I only did ten day
stretches of tour dates.”

Ken was about to sign a new Country record deal and
head out on tour when the unexpected happened. His wife
was involved in a bad car accident. He states, “I made the
decision to stay home and help my wife in her recovery. I
turned down the record deal and the tour dates and stayed
home with her for three months. God miraculously healed
her! I’m forever grateful for it. God has blessed my family
and me in so many ways.”

Ken shares his brand of Country music with original
songs, Country covers, and songs of faith, making it a fun
experience with audiences everywhere. “Mygoals have never
changed. Be the best example that I can be andwrite and sing
songs that are life changing.” He admits, “I’ve learned to give
myself a break. Sometimeswe beat ourselves up for not being
perfect and for being human. There was only one perfect one
and they hung him on a cross. So, I’ve learned to love who I
am in Him, faults and all. He loves us that much.”

Facebook/Ken Holloway
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Thanks for playing my new single,Thanks for playing my new single,

THE WARRIOR WAS MY FRIENDTHE WARRIOR WAS MY FRIEND

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

1850 SE Lincoln Rd • Prineville, OR 97754
Phone: 541-480-5642

Email: thorn3006@centurylink.net
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TM LM SONG TITLE ARTIST
1 7 Miracles Still Happen Michael Knight
2 5 Drinking That New Wine Troy Richardson
3 6 Turn Another Stone Marvin Harrell
4 4 The Casual Christian Randy Day
5 8 Just Believe Waymasters
6 15 Thankful Delnora
7 9 Angel Too Soon Donna Kilmurray
8 12 He Is God Freddy Redmon
9 10 The Warrior Was My Friend Ron Hemphill
10 44 Prodigals Chris Golden
11 25 Enough Dwayne Campbell
12 20 If God's Like You Reed Brothers featuring T Graham Brown
13 2 But You Can Barbara Fairchild & Johnathan Bond
14 33 I Found Jesus Bill Baker
15 22 Stuff Debbie Bennett
16 29 White Picket Fence Jacky Jack White
17 39 Daddy's Old Lunch Box Terry Davis
18 48 Bible Verses Blake Shelton
19 31 Jesus Or Whiskey Troy Anderson
20 27 Gravity Melissa Evans
21 17 Life Is Good James Payne
22 43 Love Song Luke Hendrickson
23 37 Get Up And Walk Paul Family Bluegrass Band
24 26 Even When I Fall Greg McDougal
25 16 Jesus Signed My Pardon Mike Leichner
26 59 Jesus In My Country Trish England
27 46 The House Still Standing Cowboy Joe Babcock
28 30 You Say Tonja Rose
29 41 Good Morning Lord Wink Kelso
30 19 Like Ol' Hank Fox Brothers
31 38 Walking By Faith Jonathan Ray Smith
32 40 Nobody Loves Me Like You Tina Wakefield
33 66 Beautiful Messes Dixie Revival
34 36 New Feathers Carol Barham
35 1 Free Steve Warren
36 11 No One's Too Broken For Grace Barber Family
37 14 The Lord's Prayer Cathy Reynolds
38 45 Reckless Love Of God Katie Estes
39 51 It Aint Easy Being God Tim Fulgham
40 3 Standin' On Holy Ground Roger Barkley Jr.
41 72 How Do You Know T Graham Brown w/Oak Ridge Boys
42 53 Changed To A Blessing By Faith
43 69 A Country New Song Mike Manuel
44 62 Love Rolled Away The Stone Vern Gosdin
45 24 Somebody Like Me Dale Rochell
46 54 Footsteps Of My King Jennifer Sides
47 18 Picture Frames Randy Rogers Band
48 55 Days Of Elijah Michael Austin
49 56 Ain't No Grave Simple Gifts/Sawyer Family Band
50 81 What Color Is Grace Gina White

TM LM SONG TITLE ARTIST
51 57 She Waited Lorraine Howard
52 49 If We Never Meet Again Johnny Jones
53 61 What Ya Gonna Do Bruce Haynes
54 75 The Great I Am Fred Spencer
55 60 Broken Things Mary James
56 28 Blood Medley Cindy Hughlett
57 79 Over The Edge Earl Green
58 34 It's Time To Go Back Home Jamie Haage
59 13 The Positive Cowboy Jim Sheldon
60 87 Praise You In The Valley Roy Anderson
61 88 Thank God For The USA Murphys
62 70 Glory Bound Gary Mayo
63 — Death Could Not Hold Him New Road II
64 68 One Day I'm Going To Rise Ben Coulter
65 64 I Could Have Missed It All Tommy Murdock
66 71 Something To Write Home About LizzyG
67 63 Coming To Jesus Barry Lee White
68 73 Beautiful Messes Cyndi Reynolds
69 82 Love Rolled The Stone Away Gregg Walker
70 50 Go Down Naaman Kenneth Hall
71 47 It's A God Thang Doug Mathis
72 77 Let Me Tell You His Name Again Jerry Day
73 97 Appalachian War Cry Lonnie Hardy
74 78 Behold The Lamb David Smith
75 — Enter Into Praise Bruce Hedrick
76 67 I'll Take You To Heaven Cathy Guffey
77 76 I'm Going Where Crystle Elam
78 74 I've Been Delivered Dave Turner
79 86 That's The Truth Golden Valley Crusaders
80 85 That's Jesus Jerry Grant
81 95 Just Over The Hill John Penney
82 80 Getting Ready To Live Dena Clark
83 90 Home Coming Day Richard Sprayberry
84 94 God Must Being Laughing At Me Steve Bridgmon
85 96 Come To The Water Keith Buchanan
86 100 No Fishing Royel Clark
87 92 Jesus, Family & Rodeo Nick Washburn
88 — The Rest Of My Days Mike Walker
89 91 Muddy Water Lindy Bryson
90 93 Never Been A Song Like The Blood Lester Feltner
91 98 He Only Looks At The Lamb Dan Duncan
92 84 That's Where It All Began Barnita Hobbs with Johnathan Bond
93 99 Everybody Talks To God Aaron Lewis
94 — The Best Us Corey Farlow
95 — Heavens Grand Tour Wayne Atkins
96 — Hearts Of Stone Heather Thomas Van Deren
97 — No Fishing Royel Clark
98 — Mamas Endless Love Steve Anthony
99 — Happy To Be Here Shellem Cline
100 — I Felt God Today Brooklynn Nicole

OFFICIAL CHRISTIAN COUNTRY TOP 100 - MARCH 2023

Thanks for playing

I’M NO STRANGER
TO THE VALLEY

Distributed to radio by Millennium Music Group
Visit our Facebook page: "Waves of Faith

Country Gospel" for bookings, videos, and daily
quotes or contact us by phone at (580) 467-0720
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Thanks DJs for playing and charting

MIRACLES STILL HAPPEN
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By Robin Tanner

Multi-platinum-selling artist and Grand Ole Opry member, Josh Turner
will soon celebrate the 20th Anniversary of his iconic album and song,
“Long Black Train,” both of which are certified platinum. On May 19th,
“Long Black Train” will be released on vinyl for the first time ever,
coinciding with the day the single was released twenty years ago.
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T urner shared the news on social media about his
Long Black Train 20th Anniversary Tour. “Hey
y’all, when I realized that “LongBlack Train”was

celebrating the big 2-0 this year, it was hard for me to believe.
I hope you can join me to celebrate this cool milestone on the
“Long Black Train 20th Anniversary Tour” kicking off this
spring.”

Additionally, Turner will be a featured artist on the
nationally syndicated TV series, “The Song,” on Saturday,
March 11, 2023. The show showcasesTurner alongside some
other Country favorites such as DariusRucker, Cole Swindell,
and Carly Pearce. Check your local listings for times and
stations. The episode will focus on the songLong Black Train.
On the episode, Turner revisits the Belmont campus where
he attended from 1998-2003, studying as a vocalmusic major.
He remembers “I wrote this song during my senior year at
Belmont University, and I remember thinking to myself, no
one is going to want to hear this old-timey Gospel song.
Thankfully, God placed a few folks in my life that thought
differently and here we are celebrating the 20th Anniversary
of Long Black Train.”

It would become Turner’s career defining song that
changed everything. “I credit this song with landing me my
first publishing deal, my record deal, and my first Opry
performance. A lot of folks think that this wasmy first single,
but it was actually my second. I was hesitant when the label
suggested it be the next single, nothing else on the radio
sounded like it.”

From an interview on CBN.com, Josh shared what
inspired the song. "I had a vision of a wide-open place, with
a train track running straight down the middle of the fields.
It was completely dark, but there was a harvest moon thatwas
lighting up the sky. I noticed a bunch of people standing
around this track. A long, beautiful, shiny black train came
down the track, and the people were trying to decide whether

to get on it. Somehow they knew that this train led to nowhere,
but they were wondering what it would be like to ride on it."

"It finally dawned on me that this train was a symbol for
temptation." Turner says, “I picked up my guitar and began
playing. I just strummed for what seemed like an eternity, but
once the words finally started pouring out, it was like they
didn't want to quit."

Josh says he is often surprised by how fans interpret the
lyrics but is always happy when it speaks to them. A woman
attended a show and told him that she had been struggling
with depression for years. She was considering taking a bottle
of painkillers to commit suicide when she heard Long Black
Train on the radio and changed her mind. "That song changed
my life," she told Josh. "I threw the pills down the toilet and
walked away a different person."

"I found out that many fans were looking at the song in
different ways. They would say, 'my brother is going through
alcoholism,' or 'my sister is going through addiction,' or
whatever,'” Josh says. "It dawned on me that this song is not
just for me. The song is for everybody because everybody has
their ownweaknesses and troubles. Everybody has their own
'Long Black Train.'"

With his rich, deep voice and distinctive style, Josh
Turner is one of Country Music’s most recognizable hit-
makers. The Hannah South Carolina native has gone on to
release several albums over the course of his career like “Your
Man,” “Haywire” and “Country State of Mind.” Turner has
also released his much-anticipated Gospel album, “I Serve a
Savior,” and most recently the Christmas project, “King Size
Manger.”

Turner has scored multiple GRAMMY®, CMA and
ACM Awards nominations and received six Inspirational
Country Music Awards. Turner has sold more than 8 million
units, topped more than 1.5 billion in global streaming and
populated radiowith suchmemorable hits as, HometownGirl,
Would You Go WithMe, Your Man, Time Is Love, WhyDon’t
We Just Dance and of course Long Black Train.

He established The Josh Turner Scholarship Fund which
gives back to children in rural areas. Turner recalls, “Growing
up in rural South Carolina, I attended a small school. In fact,
there were only 75 people in my graduating class. And that
translated into ‘not a lot of opportunities’ when it came to
music.” The fund supports students planning a career that will
introduce them to various opportunities in the music business,
from performing, writing, or publishing to managing or
producing, or some discipline of the arts, such as graphic
design, photography, or painting.

Turner admits about his signature song, “I don’t know
where I’d be today without this song and so we named the
tour for this 20th anniversary and will be celebrating all year
long.” Turner will launch the “Long Black Train 20th.
Anniversary Tour” onMarch 4 in Dothan, Alabama. The tour
will make stops around the U.S. through September, with
additional dates to be announced soon.

www.joshturner.com
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Thanks DJs for charting my new single release,

NOBODY LOVES ME LIKE YOU

Thank you for your support of my music.
(On Canyon Creek Records Compilations • Written by Ed Cash)

For product sales or
scheduling, call
337-348-1006

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

LET ME TELL YOU
HIS NAME AGAIN

205-662-4826
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Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

WWW.JIMSHELDONMUSIC.COM
WWW.BEVMcCANNANDFRIENDS.COM

INFORMATION: 615.299.6659

Be listening for my new release,

YES HE DID

Jim
Thanks DJs for

charting “The Positive
Cowboy” and making
it a great success. I

appreciate your
support of my music!

Jeff Arrandale • Norwalk, IA
Phone: 515-971-0241 • Email: jarrandale@aol.com
Website: www.jeffarrandale.com

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

facebook.com/jeffarrandaleband

Thanks for playing my latest release,
RUN TO THE CROSS

Thanks for playing my new single,
JUST OVER THE HILL

john@johnpenneymusic.com

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP
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The Music & Legacy of
Patsy Cline, Cowboy Copas, and Hawkshaw Hawkins

Staff, Cross Country USA

Patsy Cline is considered one of the most influential
vocalists of the 20th century and was one of the
first Country music artists to cross over into Pop

music. Cline had several major hits during her eight-year
recording career, including two number ones. She inspired
scores of singers, including Loretta Lynn, Linda Ronstadt,
Trisha Yearwood, K.D. Lang, andWynonna Judd. Her music
has influenced performers of various styles and genres. She
has also been seen as a forerunner for women in Country
music, being among the first to sell records and headline
concerts.

Patsy was born Virginia Patterson Hensley on September
8, 1932, during the Great Depression. The family had
financial difficulties after her father deserted them. Patsy

dropped out of high school to help support the family. They
settled in Winchester, in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.
She began singing at an early age performing with her mother
in their church choir and also performed duets at church social
events. She sang in the area and appeared in amateurmusicals
and talent shows. Cline's first professional performances
began at local radio station WINCwhen shewas fifteen. She
adopted the name “Patsy” after her middle name, Patterson.
She married her first husband, Gerald Cline, on March 7,
1953, but the couple divorced four years later.

Various local appearances led to featured performances
on “Connie B. Gay's Town and Country” television
broadcasts. This also led to a recording contract with the Four
Star label in 1954. She had minor success with her earliest

March 5, 1963, marks the sixtieth year of the plane crash that took the
lives of three Country music artists - Patsy Cline, Hawkshaw Hawkins,
and Cowboy Copus, along with the pilot Randy Hughes. We remember
these artists and the continued impact they still have in the music industry.
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singles, A Church, a Courtroom, Then Goodbye and I've
Loved and Lost Again. In 1957, Cline made her first national
television appearance on “Arthur Godfrey's Talent Scouts.”
After performing Walkin' After Midnight, the single became
her first major hit on both the Country and Pop charts.

Patsy marriedCharlie Dick in 1957 and gave birth to their
daughter Julie in 1958. She moved to Nashville, Tennessee
to further her career by working with Randy Hughes as her
manager. He revived her career by booking concerts across
the country. Cline became a member of the Grand Ole Opry
and then moved to Decca Records in 1960. Under the
direction of producer Owen Bradley, her musical sound
shifted, and she achieved success becoming a leading voice
of what is known as the Nashville Sound. It began with her
recording of the Harlan Howard and Hank Cochran tune, I
Fall to Pieces, reaching #1 on the Country charts and #12 on
the Pop charts.

Cline gave birth to a son, Randy, in January 1961. That
same year she was severely injured in an automobile accident,
which caused her to spend amonth in the hospital. Six weeks
after the car accident Cline returned with her first public
appearance on the Grand Ole Opry. She said to the audience
that night, "You're wonderful. I'll tell you one thing: the
greatest gift, I think, that you folks coulda given me was the
encouragement that you gave me. Right at the very time I
needed you the most, you came through with the flying-est
colors. And I just want to say you'll just never know how
happy you made this ol' country gal."

Crazy, which was written by Willie Nelson, became her
next major top 10 hit. Cline's vocal performance and the
song's production have received high praise making it a
Country music standard. Cline had successful albums
including 1961’s “Patsy Cline Showcase” and 1962’s
“Sentimentally Yours.” During 1962 and 1963, Cline had hits
with When I Get Through with You, So Wrong, and Leavin'

Patsy Cline
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on Your Mind. Other highlights included appearances at
Carnegie Hall, The Hollywood Bowl, and Dick Clark’s
American Bandstand. Cline joined The Johnny Cash Show
as the touring group’s star female vocalist in January 1962,
and over the next fourteen months she played around twenty
dates with Cash’s show which then included Don Gibson,
George Jones, Carl Perkins, June Carter, and Barbara
Mandrell. At the beginning of 1963, her single Leavin' on
Your Mind was released. She recorded her final sessions for
Decca Records. Among the songs recorded were Sweet
Dreams, HeCalled Me Baby, andFaded Love. Cline had won
several major industry awards including ‘Favorite Female
Vocalist’ from BillboardMagazine and CashboxMagazine's
‘Most Programmed Female Artist.’

Patsy had close friendships with several Country artists
such as Dottie West, Jan Howard, June Carter, and Loretta
Lynn. Her friendship with Loretta Lynn has been the subject
of numerous books, songs, and films. The pair first met when
Lynn performed I Fall to Pieces on the radio shortly after
Cline's 1961 car accident. Cline heard the broadcast and sent
for Lynn to visit her at the hospital. According to Lynn, the
pair became close friends "right away." Lynn later described
their friendship in detail. "She taught me a lot about show
business, like how to go on a stage and how to get off. She
even bought me a lot of clothes. She was a great human being
and a great friend."

Cline had two surviving children at the time of her death,
Julie Fudge and Randy Cline. Julie has been a significant
factor in keeping her mother's legacy alive. She has appeared
at numerous public appearances in support of her mother's
music and career.

Continued on page 47 > > >

Hawkshaw Hawkins
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Following the death of her father in 2015, she helped open a
museum dedicated to Cline in Nashville, Tennessee. Julie has
few memories of her mother due to Cline's death while she
was young. In an interview with People Magazine, Julie
discussed her mother's legacy. "I do understand her position
in history, and the history of Nashville and Country
music...I'm still kind of amazed at it myself, because there's
'mom' and then there's 'Patsy Cline,' and I'm actually a fan."

After her death, Patsy’s career has continued to have a
great resurgence over the six decades. In 1973, she became
the first female performer to be inducted into the Country
Music Hall of Fame. In the 1980s, she was portrayed twice
in major motion pictures in Loretta Lynn‘s Coal Miner’s
Daughter and the 1985 biopic Sweet Dreams starring Jessica
Lange. Cline was also portrayed in television films. In 1995,
a film about the life and career of Cline's friend Dottie West
debuted on CBS titled, Big Dreams and Broken Hearts: The
Dottie West Story. Most recently
Lifetime network aired an original
television film Patsy & Loretta in
October 2019. It chronicles Cline's
friendship with Loretta Lynn. Patsy &
Loretta was filmed on location in
Nashville, Tennessee and is co-
produced by Lynn's daughter and
Cline's daughter.

Several documentaries and stage
shows were released during this time.
Cline's life and career has also been
re-created in the theater sector. In
1988, the show, Always...Patsy Cline
premiered. Among the show's original
performers was Mandy Barnett, who
debuted the show at the Ryman
Auditorium in 1994. Barnett would go
on to have a successful music career.
A 1991 box set of her recordings was
issued that received critical acclaim and her “Greatest Hits”
album sold over 10 million copies in 2005. In 2011, Cline's
childhood home was restored as a museum for visitors and
fans to tour.

Since Cline's death, Decca Records (later bought by
MCA) has re-released her music which has made her
commercially successful posthumously. Sweet Dreams (Of
You) and Faded Love were released as singles in 1963 and
would become top 10 hits. Two overdubbed duets between
Cline and Jim Reeves became major hits during this time as
well.

Grand OleOpry membersCowboy Copas and Hawkshaw
Hawkins also perished in the plane crash. Cowboy Copas’
real name was Lloyd Estel Copas. He was a 49 year old
veteran with hits in the late 40s including Filipino Baby, a
Top 5 single for King Records. Hits continued into the '50s,
with noteworthy sides including Signed, Sealed and
Delivered, Tennessee Moon, I'm Waltzing With Tears in My
Eyes, Candy Kisses, Hangman's Boogie, The Strange Little

Girl, Tis Sweet to Be Remembered and one of the seminal
recordings of The Tennessee Waltz.

Copas' tenor voice and guitar style gave him a different
sound of the '40s than his Honky Tonk peers in the '50s,
making his songs stand out to this day. The early '60s landed
Copas a number one on the Country charts with Alabam. He
followed that success with Top 15 hits Flat Top, Sunny
Tennessee and Goodbye Kisses. Randy Hughes, the pilot
killed in the plane crash, was both Cline'smanager andCopas'
son-in-law.

Hawkshaw Hawkins - Harold Franklin "Hawkshaw"
Hawkins - a 41 year old native of West Virginia, also found
success in the '40s and remained a hit-maker until the end.
After serving his country in the Battle of the Bulge, Hawkins
became a regular of his home state's WWVA Jamboree.
Success as a recording artist followed, with Pan American
and Dog House Boogie both entering the Top 10 in 1948.

He built a following with live
shows marked by his smooth vocal
delivery plus the added attraction of
"trained horse acts, roping exhibitions
and Australian bullwhip tricks." He
had scattered chart success in the '50s,
namely with the crossover hit Slow
Poke. His 1963 recording of Justin
Tubb's Lonesome 7-7203 became a
posthumous number one. Hawkins'
survivors included his wife, fellow
Country music singer Jean Shepard,
and three children including his son
Hawkshaw Hawkins Jr. who followed
in his parents’ footsteps.
As the events of that fateful day

approached, Cline performed a benefit
at Kansas City, Kansas for the family
of disc jockey "Cactus" Jack Call, who
died in an automobile crash. Also

performing in the show were Cowboy Copas, Hawkshaw
Hawkins, George Jones, BillyWalker, DottieWest, andmany
others. Cline, Copas, Hawkins and pilot Randy Hughes plane
crashed in heavy weather on Tuesday evening, March 5, 1963.
Cline’s recovered wristwatch had stopped at 6:20 PM. Their
plane was found some 90 miles from itsNashville destination,
in a forest outside of Camden, Tennessee.

Each one of these artists left an impressive mark on
Country Music. Hawkshaw Hawkins and Cowboy Copas had
decades of success that is still remembered today. Patsy
Cline’s legacy, her music and singing style is still being felt
even sixty years later. You can hear her influence today from
Country legends and newcomers singing her hits. Even little
girls love belting out Patsy’s iconic songs decades later.

www.facebook.com/OfficialPatsyCline

Cowboy Copas

< < < The Music Lives On, continued from page 44
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Bill is married to Kristin, and together they have a
son, Guy. Both Bill and Kristin coming from
strong Christian upbringing, met in church. Well,

sort of. At a point in his life, Bill would stray from his
Christian roots to playing in bars. Kristin, on the other hand,
had never been inside of a bar. Somehow, somewhere the two
collided into each other’s arms.Bill simply knows this, “I still
smelled like smoke. I still looked like the ick of sin. We dated
two weeks and decided to get married. Eighteen years later,
she is still right by my side. Now, we serve Jesus together.”

Bill was raised in as much church as one can be. “Mom
was an Assembly of God Pastor/Youth Pastor and played
piano, dad was a great pastor’swife. Hewas a quiet manwho
played guitar.Dad taught the chords and mom taught mewhat
all went together. Something about being reprimanded in
church sticks with you. I was about eighteen and played a
“hot lick” in church. An angry pastor told me, ‘We do not
play like that in church!’ I was crushed and started looking
for a place to play the licks I loved.”

However, at the Baker house, lots of different music was
playing – The Cathedrals, The Hoppers, DC Talk, Creedence

Clearwater Revival, Marty Robbins. “But it was stuff like
Haggard, Strait, Brooks, LeDoux that turned me on. Then I
discovered The Hinsons, Terry Terrell, and Gerald Crabb.
That is how I learned that Country and Christian could
co-exist.”

“One turn after another led me to a dark room with stage
lights, golden drinks, smoke-filled air, and loud music. Bar
stools replaced the church pews. These people really liked
my songs (and licks). I foundmyself opening for some of the
biggest Texas and Red Dirt Country artists. It was fun for a
while. Folks saw a career rising, I saw a sinking ship. No
matter where I had been the night before, come Sunday I
would be in church.”

Mary Fay Jackson was the first industry person that Bill
met, taking him under her wing. About the same time, Jimmy
Tate came along teaching him how to practice, “Until I met
Jimmy, all I knew was jammin’ out and being loud about it.”
Bill credits Mary Fay and Jimmy for teaching him about
ministry first. “Today music is second to ministry.My parents
are gone now, but these two have guided me in the ways that
I am sure my parents would have.”

BILL
BAKER

God Knows the Desires
of Your Heart

By Deborah Baliles

From Healdton, Oklahoma, Bill Baker has been an Oklahoman his entire
life. An accomplished music artist in his own right, he is also the face
of the band, Country 3:16, along with Brett Matherly, Tory Seatman,
Zack Liddell, Jamie Keith, and Kim Keith. Bill has always loved music,
playing the guitar at age thirteen, and writing his first song at age sixteen.
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“I was driving home on a Sunday night, out in the middle
of nowhere, it was as if God opened the door and got into my
truck. I have never been the same since that night. God put
new people in my life.” First, was Bill Cross. The two ‘Bills’
would travelwithin a fifty-mile radius, playing in a lot of little
churches. Subsequently, about three years ago, Preacher Doug
Echols came to Crystal Rock Cathedral. Praying at the altar,
Preacher Echols laid his hands on Bill and spoke these words,
‘People will not understand your successes.’ “I was facing a
personal situation, that word covered my situation and my
ministry. I clearly understand Matthew 13:57, And they were
offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not
without honor, save in his own country, and in his own
house.”

Country 3:16 has opened for The Isaacs, Jeff and Sheri
Easter, Jason Crabb, as well as creating the video for Grace
100 Proof with Hollywood Producer, Tyler Plant. For Bill,
his “moments”were in meetingmusic heroes - DottieRambo,
Bill Gaither, James Payne, Gerald Crabb. “Oh, when Mr.
Crabb hugged my neck, patted my chest, and complimented
me backstage at FanFair, thatwas one of the coolest moments
I’ve experienced. Then my friend, Dale Rochell was sitting
behind him while I was singing and took a picture of Gerald,
worshipping with hands in the air, to a song that I had written.
I can’t explain how that felt, to know that I was ministering
to someone that was my inspiration. I feel like God winks at
me a lot in the little things.”

“Now here comes the stuff I’m uncomfortable talking
about. Don’t get me wrong, it’s an honor to have radio play
and win awards, but I used to be a very prideful person and
didn’t like who I was, so let’s keep this short.”

Bill has had five Top 40 Country/Christian songs on
various charts - Senor of Senors (#38), Grace100 Proof (#15),
The Price (#25), Turn To Jesus (#1), and Pray For The
Cowboy (#1). He was also ICGMA’s (International Country
Gospel MusicAssociation) ‘Male Horizon’ (2020) and ‘Band
of the Year’ (2021).

About those desires of your heart thing, Bill says, “I
always wanted to write just one #1 song.Well, lastDecember,
Turn To Jesus made that desire a reality. Besides that, the
duet, Pray For The Cowboy went to #1 on this month’s Cross
Country USA Hot 100. The single, a duet recorded with
friend, Kim Keith was excellently done (Tommy
Smith/Canyon Creek Records). Much credit is given to
Tommy, He has been great to work with!”

“Not gonna lie, I know it is a cliché, but I would love to
one day play the Grand Ole Opry, proclaim the Gospel of
Jesus Christ from that notorious platform. That’s a desire for
another day.”

“What makes me the most uncomfortable is that I know
for all of this, it takes a team. I am just blessed to be the face
of the team.” Bill distributes the credits: “Kristin works
tirelessly on social media, photography, and in the
merchandise booth. The band never complains, they are
ever-ready to go, never asking for a dime. Josh Boyd does an
incredible job designing merchandise. Tommy Smith, Canyon
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Creek Records is a great promoter and a great friend.
Millennium Music Group monitors radio stations who play
Country 3:16 for trademagazine charting. None of this would
work without each of these folks doing what is God designed
and for His Glory.”

The life of a band is not always glamorous, given
challenging scheduling, going on love offerings, being miles
away from home, being real about one’s personal life; all of
this will try your faith more times than not. Be that as it may,
the joy rushes back when someone walks the aisle forward to
find Christ or seeks a healing prayer. Arriving at a hotel at
2:00 am, load in at the church at 8:00 am, set up and play,
seemingly nothing. “Then comes the altar call where several
come forward for salvation, healing, and restoring broken
lives. It was awesome! I walked over to Brett, the bass player,
and said, ‘This is what it’s all about.’ He smiled through
sleepless eyes from the late-night drive, ‘Yeah, it is!’”

Bill Baker and Country 3:16 are overjoyed to see their
latest single, I Found Jesus, rising on national airplay charts.
Distributed by Canyon Creek records, the song currently sits
at #14 on the Cross Country USA Hot 100.

The world needs Jesus. “However, I am far more
opinionated on what Jesus needs. Jesus needs for the church
to be his hands and feet, just as he called us to be. It isn’t the
pressures of the world, or immoral and bad home life that has
preachers leaving the ministry at record speeds, it’s the
laziness of the church as a whole. This, ‘it’s all on the pastor’
mentality has got to change, we are all responsible. Our
mission is simple, souls saved. It’s our hashtag on social
media and our #1 priority.”

With that, “When the poster says Bill Baker and Country
3:16, it’s about forty-five to fifty minutes of a good time. Lots
of lead and steel guitar. Then we bring it down to talk about
the God of salvation, healing, provision, and restoration -
unapologetic truth that changes lives.”

Giving their very best, Bill Baker and Country 3:16 strive
for Jesus to be #1, giving Him the desire of His heart.
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May 8-13, 2023
Center For Rural Development

2292 U.S. Hwy 27 • Somerset, Kentucky 42501

Enjoy the best in Southern, Country, Bluegrass, and Black Gospel
music with live performances from your favorite artists!

Daily events throughout the week include morning worship services,
daily showcases, afternoon matinees, evening concerts and the

2023 Gospel Music Fan Awards.

For more information, call Wilds & Associates: 205.662.4826 / 205.270.0538
or visit our website at www.gospelmusicfanfair.com


