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From the Editor
Here we are in September already! Even though the hot
temperatures are still with us, it marks the end of summer. School has
started back, and time to put up the fall décor. Hopefully in the
southern part of the country, we will have a cool snap! That's what my
Grandma use to call it!
Always on the first Monday of September, we have Labor Day. It
is a federal holiday to honor and recognize the hard-working American
people that make this Country function. Thank God for those who
work long hours away from their families, doing jobs that can drain
you physically and mentally. Of course, these people do it to pay bills
and take care of their families, but they also do it for you and me,
thousands of people they don't even know. Sometimes we take for
granted just how important the working class has been to everyone.
Thanks to all the construction workers, truck drivers, teachers, first
responders, doctors, nurses, electricians, plumbers, carpenters,
waitresses/waiters, restaurant owners, local business owners, sales
reps, the list goes on and on.
Since the pandemic and with the bad economy, some jobs have
been hard to find. In many cases some do not want to work, as you
can see "Help Wanted" signs everywhere.
I went into a grocery store a few days ago. Absolutely no registers
were open, only self-checkout. I have heard of cases where the
businesses could not find people to work, or could not afford to pay
them. I have noticed at stores, restaurants, and all businesses, we need
to have patience if it takes longer for our food orders, or if we have to
stand in checkout lines a little longer. Many of them are doing all they
can to stay afloat during this difficult time. We have definitely seen a
shortage of supplies on our shelves. What would happen if trucks and
other forms of delivery couldn't bring the supplies we need? I hope
and pray that's something we won't ever experience. If you think
about that, we would realize how important the laborers of this
country are to us. There are many volunteers that work really hard,
without pay just to lend a hand and help someone in need. Your time
and energy will be noticed as you help put a smile on someone's face
just from giving of your time. Please know that we appreciate all the
working class and everything you do for the United States of America.
Our thoughts and prayers are with those devastated by the floods
in Eastern Kentucky. If you are able to donate funds or supplies, I know
it will be a major blessing to them. There are many organizations that
would appreciate your contributions. May God give those families
who lost love ones, peace and comfort, in the months ahead.

Keep reading & keep listening!

Robin
Robin Tanner, Managing Editor

For more information, visit our websites and connect with us on Facebook!
www.crosscountryusamagazine.com • www.crosscountryusaradio.com
Facebook.com/crosscountryusamagazine
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Donna
Kilmurray
Thank you DJs for playing my new release,

ANGEL TOO SOON

Distributed to radio by Millennium Music Group and Canyon Creek Records

Donna Kilmurray Ministries
• Phone: 816-237-6724
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BORN TO SING

Tess Frizzell
Tess Frizzell was born into Country music
royalty as the daughter of CMA/ACM winner,
Shelly West and successful singer/songwriter,
Allen Frizzell. Country music runs so deep in
her DNA with her parents as well as with her
grandmother Dottie West, and uncles Lefty
Frizzell and David Frizzell. Both Dottie and
Lefty have been inducted into the Country
Music Hall of Fame. Shelly and David became
an award-winning duo in recording the Country
classic,
. Shelly and David each have enjoyed
successful solo careers with many classic hits.
By Robin Tanner

N

aturally, with all her family’s talent, it’s not
surprising that she was born to sing. Tess says,
“There really was no moment in time when I
decided I wanted to do music. I really was born into it, and it
was born in me, I suppose. I have done some other things
along the way, studied creative writing in college to becoming
accomplished in portrait paintings. But there was never a time
I didn't want to sing – never even a moment!”
For Tess, growing up in the Frizzell and West family,
she’s had a front row seat to hear all the stories and special
memories that her family has shared. Tess mentions, “There
are truly so many great stories along the way on both sides of
my family. I always find it funny to share how the Frizzells
and Wests really got together in the first place. My
grandmother, Dottie West was on tour, and my mother was
coming out of high school and wanted to be a singer. My
grandmother told her she could come on the road and sing
backup, as long as she never dated anyone in the band. My
dad, Allen Frizzell was the lead guitar player, he and my mom
ran off together! They joined up with his older brother David
in California, and after a few years, he and mom became a
duet together, joining two legendary Country names.”
8 CROSS COUNTRY USA MAGAZINE • SEPTEMBER 2022

Anytime a baby’s birth is announced, it’s special. But in
Tess Frizzell’s case it happened on national television. “As
far as special highlights in my life I’ve experienced related
to the music world, my birth announced on the Academy of
Country Music Awards was very special. My mother Shelly
was nominated for ‘Duet of the Year’ with Uncle David, but
she was in Nashville giving birth to me and missed the
awards. Grandmother Dottie was hosting the awards show so
she missed my birth. They surprised her on national television
with a video showing me to her. She was so incredibly proud
watching it, and how special for the entire world to see that!
Frizzell and West did win ‘Duet of the Year,’ with
grandmother accepting the award on my mother’s behalf. It’s
such a treasure for me to still have that video footage!”
Tess is carrying on the family tradition, writing songs
with hit writers including Bill Anderson, Michael Farren, and
Bobby Tomberlin. Tess tours the country singing her own
music and some of the hits made famous by her family,
sharing the stories behind the songs. Tess has shared the stage
with many of Country music’s legends in addition to
appearing on numerous television shows.

Tess has released her latest single, The Wrong One. The
song was written by Tess Frizzell, Bobby Tomberlin, Billy
Lawson, and Dottie West. Tess shares how special it was to
share co-writing credits on a song with her grandmother. “It
came about from some old notebooks of my grandmother’s.”
“A few years back our dear friend, Ron Harman (who
works at the Country Music Hall of Fame) came across these
notebooks. Ron helps us care for her things in storage. He had
the idea to have a song come out of them, then had hit
songwriter, Bobby Tomberlin read through the books. Bobby
joined Steve Wariner in writing a first song from those
notebooks. My grandmother got Steve started in the business
when he was just seventeen; he was so close to her. Jeannie
Seely cut the song, If You Could Call It That on her new
album, which was pretty amazing.”
“That was such a magical experience for everyone
involved, Bobby suggested doing it again and having me
write. He found some lines and a title, and I loved it. We went
down to Muscle Shoals, Alabama where there is such a rich
history of music, and met up with hit songwriter, Billy
Lawson. The three of us finished writing the song, and once
it was done, I realized it was the date she had passed away,
exactly thirty years before. I was totally covered in
goosebumps that after thirty years gone; she had a brand-new
song that I actually co-wrote with her! Billy Lawson produced
the song in the historic Wishbone Studios in Muscle Shoals,
where Roy Orbison cut songs and even Hank Jr. cut Family
Tradition there. One of the most special things I’ve been a
part of is releasing this song that grandmother started on paper
in the 1960s. Music is so magical in that way; it really never
dies. Even though she’s no longer here with us, she’s very
much alive through her music.” The Wrong One is available
on all streaming outlets.
Another special moment for Tess and her family was the
Dottie West induction into The Country Music Hall of Fame
in 2018. Tess reflects, “Even through
the long process, everything happens
in God’s timing. I’ve learned so many
times along the way in life about
God’s timing, and not our own. It’s so
easy to want to force things, but God’s
timing is always better, always more
beautiful. He is the ultimate story
writer.”
“One such time, grandmother
finally being inducted. She had passed
away twenty-seven years prior, and so
many had wanted her in the hall of
fame many, many years sooner. As
time passed, many speculated she
would never get in. Statistically,
having already passed away, and
being a female, she was much less
likely to be inducted. Many wanted to
see her rightfully integrated into this
prestigious place, along with so many

Toddler Tess on stage with Uncle David Frizzell
and mom, Shelly West

of her peers. After having decades of success and even being
the first female in Country music to win a Grammy Award,
the petitions started. An annual Dottie West Birthday Bash
concert was being held in Nashville in her memory, and every
time you heard Jeannie Seely, Larry Gatlin, or Steve Wariner
give an interview, they mentioned how she needed to be
inducted. Once it happened, it was so incredibly emotional
because there had been such an outpouring from people all
over the world, pushing to see her get in. If she had simply
been inducted in those first years when she passed, we would
not have gotten to truly witness how much she was dearly
loved and missed. It was so much more of a rich experience
having waited twenty-seven years. So much richer in God's
timing.”
Tess is a talented artist, not only as a singer but with a
paint brush and canvas. These beautiful paintings include
iconic images and special memories
of Dottie West, Lefty Frizzell, Elvis
Pressley with Dottie, Linda Ronstadt,
and most recently, Willie Nelson.
Tess has been traveling across the
country doing shows from Tennessee
to California. She says, “I love getting
to do music that I actually write, but
of course there is something special
about doing some of the family hits.
It’s very unique to connect with the
audience with stories of what it was
like growing up on the road, and hear
many of them also give stories of
when they saw my family in concert.
At my shows, I can’t tell you how
cool it is to see so many people sing
along with all of the words to, You’re
The Reason God Made Oklahoma!”
www.facebook.com/TessFrizzell
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The Story Behind the Song
Staff, Cross Country USA Magazine

This being the month of Labor Day, we
decided to feature a song that honors truck
drivers. If not for the men and women
driving those long miles, long hours, and
making deliveries, this country would be in
distress. God bless the truck drivers!

HAMMER DOWN
Wri�en by Jerry Branscomb
and Gerald Smith
Recorded by Jerry Branscomb

H

ammer Down was written by Jerry Branscomb
and Gerald Smith. Jerry was a truck driver,
naturally spending many miles and many years
on the road. He is also a Gospel recording artist. Jerry shares
his experiences, and the inspiration for the song actually
written in the back of his rig.
“After retiring from General Motors, I took a job driving
an 18-wheeler. I traveled across this beautiful country, seeing
places that perhaps others in our working world see only on
TV or in books. Aside from my family and driving a truck,
singing Gospel music has always been a passion for me. I
started attending an event called Gospel Music FanFair. After
meeting so many singers and songwriters, I felt a desire to
write songs, too. My first song was written about 3:00 am in
the sleeper of my truck. I just woke up singing something I’d
never heard before. I recorded it on my phone so not to forget
it. It was a song called Five Small Loaves which is on my CD.
Driving the roads alone, I have written several songs, you
guessed it, in the back of my truck. I carried a small guitar in
my rig, for practicing and putting music to the writing.”
“Everywhere I traveled, I was constantly scrolling the
radio, searching for local Christian stations. One day, after a
long wait in backed up traffic due to an accident, another
trucker got on the CB and said, ‘It's all clear now, hammer
down.’ That stuck in my mind; I was thinking of Jesus being
nailed to the cross and each time the Roman soldier slammed
the hammer down on the nails. I will have to go back and
write that one! I wrote the first verse to Hammer Down. I kept
thinking on it, but was writer-blocked for a long time. I called
my friend, Gerald Smith, in Nashville, whom I had met at an
event. I told him my idea and he invited me down to Melody
Roundup Music, where he was a staff writer. We spent several
hours together, him helping me to finish the song. It made a
sharp left turn from becoming a Spiritual song to becoming
a Christian Country song. My local friends loved what I ended
up with because of its catchy tune.”
Jerry has had some health issues that have hindered the
things he is most passionate about, but perseverance has paid
off. “I had three strokes in 2015, most people are only aware
of two of them. The damage was minor, but I lost all sense
10 CROSS
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Jerry Branscomb
of timing, completely forgot everything about playing guitar.
Singing with my family ended because I was at the point I
couldn’t walk and chew gum. The musicians couldn’t keep
track of what I was doing and would just stop playing. I
wasn’t allowed to drive anymore, and I couldn’t sing. There's
a line in the song that says, ‘It ain’t always what you’re
hauling that makes you have a heavy load.’ That really hit
home to me during this time.”
“As my memory was coming back, I started working with
the guitar again. My oldest son, whom I taught to play years
ago, would sit beside me in church as we played for the choir.
He would nudge me with each chord change. Since then, I
took guitar lessons from a local young man, and he was
amazing in working with me. When I was tapping my foot at
one beat, and strumming at another, he threatened to tape my
feet to the floor. He would pray with me before lessons and
that meant everything to me.”
“I was using soundtracks for a long time because ‘that
track didn't know if I was off beat, it just kept on playing.’
However, recently I had an electronic glitch and couldn’t get
my tracks to play. I started to panic, but just prayed and asked

the Lord to help me. I then picked up my guitar and played
about ninety minutes. It might not have sounded so
professional, but it was pretty good. Sometimes God just
pushes us out of our nests. I'm doing one of Ohio’s largest
county fairs, planning on taking just my guitar, except for the
Hammer Down track. I hope and pray that I can play that one
myself, very soon.”

Jerry Branscomb knows all too well about the bumps and
detours on the open road; life is no different. Even though the
load he carried might have felt heavier than the load he was
hauling, he still maneuvered around every obstacle that came
his way.
Lyrics
Driving down this highway,
another day has come and gone.
Fumbling with my radio,
searching for a Gospel song.
Sometimes it gets real lonely
driving out here on this road;
It ain't always what you're hauling
that makes you have a heavy load.
Hammer Down, keep on rolling
on this straight and narrow way.
Hammer Down, always knowing
Gods a light on life's highway.

David Smith

AT RADIO NOW

ROAD BACK TO CALVARY
Thanks DJs for playing

HE LIFTS ME UP

Distributed by

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP
David’s music is available on all major digital music outlets

For Radio distribution, call Wilds And Associates:205-662-4826.
New Salem • 1624 Normandy Lane • Winston Salem, NC 27103
Phone: 336-765-3072 • Email: U2NewSalem@gmail.com
www.NewSalem.website

David Smith • 43 Walnut Rd. • West Liberty, KY
Ph: (606) 743-7549
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ANTHONY LEE DOW
Staff, Cross Country USA
Dow later reprised his role as Wally in a Beaver spinoff
from 1983 to 1989. He also directed several episodes of the
1993 Babylon 5, along with the 1999 episodes of Crusade
and Star Trek: Deep Space Nine. In addition to acting,
directing, producing and writing, Dow was also a sculptor,
creating abstract bronze sculptures.
Dow’s son, Christopher shared the news of his father’s
passing. “We have comfort and peace that he is in a better
place. He was the best dad anyone could ask for. He was my
coach, my mentor, my voice of reason, my best friend, my
best man in my wedding, and my hero. My wife said
something powerful that shows the kind of man he was. She
said, ‘Tony was such a kind man. He had such a huge heart,
and I’ve never heard Tony say a bad or negative thing about
anyone.’”
Jerry Mathers shared, “Tony was not only my brother on
TV, but in many ways in life as well. He leaves an empty
place in my heart that won’t be filled. Tony was always the
kindest, most generous, gentle, loving, sincere, and humble
man. It was my honor and privilege to be able to share
nthony Lee Dow was born April 13, 1945 in Los memories together with him for sixty-five years.”
Angeles, California to Muriel Virginia (Montrose)
Dow’s death leaves Mathers and Rusty Stevens who
and John Stevens Dow. His mother was a played Beaver’s friend Larry Mondello. These two are the
stuntwoman in westerns, while his father was a designer and only surviving members of the show’s core cast. Hugh
contractor. Tony starred in an array of television series as a Beaumont, who played Ward Cleaver, died in 1982. Barbara
child, and was involved in a non-profit foundation, A Minor Billingsley, who played June Cleaver, died in 2010. Ken
Consideration, providing support for child actors.
Osmond, who played Haskell, died in 2020.
On the hit sitcom, Leave It To Beaver
In 2017, Dow reflected on his acting
which aired on CBS, and then on ABC
career, celebrating the Leave It To Beaver
from 1957-1963, Wally (Tony Dow) was
60th Anniversary. In an interview with
the older son of Ward and June Cleaver.
the Arizona Republic, part of the USA
He played the big brother to Theodore
TODAY Network, “It’s nice to be
“Beaver” Cleaver (Jerry Mathers). A
remembered any way you can, so I have
popular jock, Wally was also ensnared in
accomplished that. I’m much more
the schemes of his friend, the
appreciative of the show. I was not
mischievous and smooth-talking Eddie
unappreciative, but I was always a little
Haskell (Ken Osmond).
rebellious.”
After Leave It To Beaver, Dow
Tony Dow passed away on July 28,
appeared on other television shows
2022, at the age of seventy-seven, from
including My Three Sons, Dr. Kildare,
cancer. Dow is survived by his wife of
The Greatest Show On Earth, Never Too
forty-two years, Lauren, a son
Young, and on five episodes of Mr.
Christopher, daughter-in-law Melissa,
Novak, playing different roles. From
and brother Dion. A post from Dow’s
1965 to 1968, he served in the U.S.
official Facebook page reads, “We know
National Guard, interrupting his acting
that the world is collectively saddened by
The Cleavers - the starring family
career. On his return to acting, he guestthe loss of this incredible man. He gave
for TV’s popular 1960s sitcom,
“Leave It To Beaver.”
starred on the television series Adam-12,
so much to us all, and was loved by so
Front: Jerry Mathers (The ‘Beaver’),
Love, American Style, Knight Rider,
many.”
Center: Barbara Billingsley (June Cleaver),
Square Pegs, The Mod Squad, The Hardy Back, right: Hugh Beaumont (Ward Cleaver),
Boys, and Emergency.
Back, left: Tony Dow (Wally Cleaver)

A
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CHRISTIAN COUNTRY MUSIC NEWS & SCOOPS
Gospel Music Returns to the Valley
Rich with a history of music ranging from Bluegrass, Country
and Gospel, thanks to its founder John Lair, Gospel music will ring
once again from the rafters of the OBT (Old Barn Theatre) in
Renfro Valley, Kentucky.
Troy Richardson Music is extremely honored and excited to
be working with the great folks at the OBT-Renfro Valley to
present their first annual concert at this venue, Oct 22, 2022.
Doors open at 5:00PM. Concert from 6:00PM to 8:00PM EST.
Admission is free, however a love offering will be received.
Artists for the evening will be The King Family (Bryson City,
NC) Tommie and Connie Still (Richmond, KY) Battle Cry (Upton,
KY), Donna Frost (Hendersonville, TN), Roger Barkley and
Redemption Band (Frankfort, KY), and Host Troy Richardson
(Richmond, KY.) Emcee for the evening will be Don Frost
(Hendersonville, TN). Don is well known for his promotion of
Gospel music, hosting Music City Gospel Showcase for almost 20
years.
Joanne Cash Yates Retires as Pastor Of Nashville Cowboy Church Outreach
A celebration of the 32 years of the outreach ministry of Nashville Cowboy Church
and Pastor Yates retirement was held on August 7th. They paid tribute to what the Lord
has done with this ministry and to those who gave of their talents and time to reach the
lost for Christ.
Dr. Joanne Cash Yates shared a special letter on their Facebook page: “Over the last
32 years, Harry and myself have had the privilege and honor to Pastor the Nashville
Cowboy Church Outreach. Because of the faithfulness of so many, we have seen thousands
of souls accept Jesus as their Savior. Since Harry’s heavenly homecoming last September,
I have proceeded forward with the outreach, but now the season has come for me to retire
and for the Nashville Cowboy Church outreach to enter into a new season as well.”
She adds, “Even though this was the last LIVE service at the Troubadour for the
Nashville Cowboy Church, we will still air each week with a special edition of previous
services with Harry and myself and our wonderful guests over the years. We will still be
preaching the Gospel and reaching the lost online and even some new upcoming specials.
Stay tuned!”
For those who attend every Sunday here at the Troubadour, you will be excited to hear that Sandi Kay and Jay Shupe will be
having church like usual here at the Troubadour as they have started the Music Valley Cowboy Church. They have been a vital part
of NCC for many years and the Lord has called them to go forward with the ministry. I encourage you to come each Sunday and
support them. I just want to say that I love you all, I pray for you all and let’s serve Jesus till he comes and gets us!”
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William Lee Golden and The Goldens Release
Take It Easy Single and Music Video
Country and Gospel Music Hall of Fame and Grand Ole Opry member William Lee
Golden and his sons 'The Goldens' join together in perfect harmony with the release
of Take It Easy, from their new 3-album set, “Golden Classics.” Each group member’s
talent shines on their version of the Eagles’ hit song, and their fun-loving chemistry is
heard throughout the single.
“Golden Classics,” which includes ‘Southern Accents,' 'Country Roads,' and 'Old
Country Church,' is the highly anticipated collection that contains over 30 songs
spread across several genres that all have an impact on the lives and careers of William
Lee Golden and The Goldens. Recently, William Lee Golden and The Goldens made
their Grand Ole Opry debut as a family and continue to add shows throughout the
country. The music video for Take It Easy was featured by M Music & Musicians
Magazine and the single is available to download on all digital platforms today!
“This has always been a family favorite and since this is the 50th Anniversary for
the song, it seemed appropriate to include on our new project. I hope everyone enjoys
it as much as we enjoyed creating it,” shares William Lee Golden.
‘Southern Accents,' 'Country Roads' and 'Old Country Church' were recorded when
Golden gathered his sons Rusty, Craig, and Chris, his grandchildren Elizabeth, Rebekah,
and Elijah, and friends Aaron McCune, and Ben Isaacs to bring their fresh
interpretations to longtime favorites. William Lee Golden and The Goldens deliver reminiscent renditions of Johnny Cash’s I Still Miss
Someone, and Jim Reeves's Welcome to My World. Chris shines on Tom Petty’s Southern Accent, while Rusty delivers a vibrant take on
Bob Seger’s hit Hollywood Nights and Craig, the rarely heard Golden, revives Gregg Allman’s Multi-Colored Lady.
Nation's Capitol Performance of "The Lord's Prayer"
Goes Viral, Video Hits over 1.2 Million Views
For over ten years, Nathan Kistler has ministered to countless members of Congress in
Washington, DC. Nathan and his wife, Amber Nelon Kistler, serve as the executive directors
of Hope to the Hill, a relational evangelistic ministry, presenting Christ in a loving and direct
manner to members of both political parties in our Nation's Capitol. In addition to this
ministry, Nathan is also a gifted vocalist.
Recently, a spontaneous moment in the rotunda of the Capitol has gone viral. Kistler
was leading a group on a tour when Rep. Louie Gohmert asked him to sing "The Lord's
Prayer." Now, the video has gone viral, with over 1.2 million people seeing the moment.
Kistler has been overwhelmed by the response. "In the last almost 13 years that I've
been here in D.C., I've never sung in the rotunda of the Capitol. I've always set it up for other
singers to do but have never experienced it myself. When Rep. Gohmert asked if I would
sing for him and the group I was honored to do so," stated Kistler.
Actor and outspoken Christian, Kirk Cameron, who is a friend of Kistler's, shared the
video on his social media, saying, "GOOSEBUMPS!! My friend, Nathan Kistler, singing the
Lord's Prayer in the U.S. Capitol… pass this on!”
And pass it on they have. Kister say's, "I'm still in complete shock that this beautiful God
moment has been shared all over the world!"
Led by Kistler, Hope to the Hill, provides prayer and pastoral support for all those God has put in office. The goal of the ministry
is to encourage, support, and minister to powerful and stressed politicians. The ministry is a supporter funded ministry in Washington,
DC. For more information, visit www.hopetothehill.com.
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< < < CROSS COUNTRY REPORT continued from page 15
Bill Anderson and Dolly Parton Collaborate
on ‘Someday It’ll All Make Sense’

Country Music Hall of Fame and Songwriters Hall of Fame members
Whisperin’ Bill Anderson and Dolly Parton made their music video debut
together with the video for their emotional new single, Someday It’ll All
Make Sense. ABC’s ‘Good Morning America premiered the cinematic
video online.
“Working with my ol’ buddy Bill Anderson was the most meaningful
fun I’ve had in years,” shared Dolly. “I love the song we sang, I love how
we sounded together on it and getting to do a video with him was just
icing on the cake. I hope the fans enjoy it as much as we enjoyed being
together on it.”
The song’s poignant lyrics are brought to life under the masterful
direction of Trey Fanjoy (Taylor Swift, Steven Tyler, Paul McCartney,
Keith Urban, Reba McEntire, George Strait, Loretta Lynn, Jack White), as
the video shows the two Country music icons journey down the road
to hope. Someday It’ll All Make Sense was co-written by Anderson with
Bobby Tomberlin and Ryan Larkins and is on Anderson’s most recent
release, “As Far As I Can See: The Best Of,” released June 10 by MCA
Records.
“Hopefully, our song can help bring a bit of levity to a world that
seems upside down and sideways so much of the time these days. If it
can, music will have once again proven itself to be the optimal healer,”
said Anderson.
“As Far As I Can See: The Best Of” is a collection of 16 songs and
shares its name with the current exhibition at the Country Music Hall of
Fame, Bill Anderson: As Far As I Can See. The name comes from the
opening line of one of the first songs he ever wrote, City Lights, the
Country classic that was a hit for Ray Price in 1958. In addition to such
beloved songs as City Lights, Still, Po’ Folks, The Tip Of My Fingers, and
Sometimes, the album features a new song with Country icon Dolly
Parton, Someday It’ll All Make Sense. The newly recorded duet is joined
by Anderson and Parton’s first-ever collaboration, an incredibly rare
demo of If It Is All The Same To You, recorded in 1964 and eventually
released as a duet with Jan Howard on Anderson’s chart-topping 1969
album of the same name. “As Far As I Can See: The Best Of,” was released
by MCA Nashville/UMe, which has been Anderson’s label home for most
of his seven-decade long career. The new project is released in
conjunction with the first-time digital release of seven of Anderson’s
albums from the 1960s, available at www.BillAnderson.com.
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Country For A Cause Raises $31,600 For Monroe
Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt
Country For A Cause pulled out all the stops last
month during their CMA Fest 2022 concert at Nashville's
3rd & Lindsley and raised $31,600 for Monroe Carell Jr.
Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt.
Hosted by Country legend T.G. Sheppard and Kelly
Lang, an eclectic group of stellar performers, including
John Rich, John Ford Coley, Michelle Wright, William Lee
Golden & The Goldens, T. Graham Brown, The Isaacs, and
so many others donated their time and talents to raise
money to help children in health-related crisis. Sponsored
by Gus Arrendale and Springer Mountain Farms Chicken,
the group of dynamic entertainers performed to a soldout house for the third consecutive year.

(Pictured L-R) Wes Schmitz, Roxane Atwood, Sherri
Forrest, Kelly Lang, T.G. Sheppard, Charlotte Sneed,
Scott Sexton, (Photo by Kathy Ashworth with Monroe
Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt)
“Our deepest appreciation goes to Scott Sexton and
the entire Country For A Cause team for putting this
amazing event together,” said Meredith “Mamie”
Shepherd, program manager for Seacrest Studio at
Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt.
“Community events like Country For A Cause help
advance our mission of compassionate patient care,
groundbreaking research, and clinical training. We are so
grateful to Country For A Cause for supporting this vital
work.”
Country For A Cause is an annual concert held just
before the CMA Music Festival in Nashville. Artists who
have performed throughout the years include Crystal
Gayle, The Bellamy Brothers, Mark Wills, Ty Herndon, Doug
Supernaw, Baillie and the Boys, Collin Raye, Billy Dean,
Jeannie Seely, Jan Howard, Tim Atwood, Ashton
Shepherd, Leona Williams, Jody Miller, Lulu Roman and
countless others. In 2018, Country For A Cause teamed
with Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt as
the sole beneficiary of proceeds raised. For more
information visit www.facebook.com/countryfac.

Thanks for playing

WHAT HASN’T KILLED ME
Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

john@johnpenneymusic.com
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The Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame (NaSHOF)
has Announced its Class of 2022
Shania Twain, Steve Wariner, Hillary Lindsey, Gary
Nicholson and David Malloy will join the iconic 223member Hall in October, according to an
announcement made on Tuesday (Aug. 2) by Sarah
Cates, chair of the organization’s board of directors,
and Mark Ford, the NaSHOF executive director.
“This is always one of my favorite days of the year
- when we announce our incoming class and begin
their journey to the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame
Gala in October,” shared Cates at the 2022 inductee
announcement. “I’m especially gratified to note that for the first time since 2009 - two of our inductees-elect
are women.”
Ford introduced each member of the new class to
make remarks. Lindsey and Nicholson represent the
contemporary songwriter category, Malloy is in the
veteran songwriter category, Twain is the
contemporary songwriter/artist and Wariner is the
veteran songwriter/artist. The talented songwriters will
be officially inducted during the 52nd annual Nashville
Songwriters Hall of Fame Gala on Sunday, October 30,
at the Music City Center.
Hillary Lindsey’s songwriter credits include Jesus
Take The Wheel (Carrie Underwood), Girl Crush (Little
Big Town) and Blue Ain’t Your Color (Keith Urban). Gary
Nicholson’s resume is known for That’s The Thing About Love (Don Williams), One More Last Chance (Vince Gill) and She Couldn’t Change
Me (Montgomery-Gentry). David Malloy’s hits include Drivin’ My Life Away (Eddie Rabbitt), Suspicions (Eddie Rabbitt; also Tim McGraw)
and Love Will Turn You Around (Kenny Rogers). Shania Twain recorded many of her self-penned hits, including You’re Still The One,
Come On Over and Forever And For Always. Steve Wariner popularized many of his own compositions, including You Can Dream Of
Me, Where Did I Go Wrong and Holes In The Floor Of Heaven.
“This is just absolutely mind-blowing to me. It truly is,” Lindsey shared when giving her remarks. “I am extremely humbled to be
a part of this year’s class of nominees. The thought of my name even being thrown in the hat is mind-blowing to me. I want everyone
to know I am so grateful and thankful for this honor.”
“I came here in 1980 and I’ve attended many Hall of Fame inductions through the years. I never imagined things would evolve
and, after these 42 years, this would actually occur,” said Nicholson. “I am a product of this environment, this community of amazing
songwriters and publishers. It was that synergy and that community that shaped me and gave me a way.”
“I never really thought I would be in here,” said Malloy. “To be here with these great talents who I admire so much, I’m so grateful
and so thankful to the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame.”
Wariner told the story of forming his publishing company and of his training as a writer. “There’s so many other writers who
probably deserve this more than I do, but none that will appreciate it any more, I can guarantee you that,” he said.

Thanks for playing
SOMEBODY LIKE ME
Distributed to radio by Millennium Music Group
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Visit our Facebook page: "Waves of Faith
Country Gospel" for bookings, videos, and daily
quotes or contact us by phone at (580) 467-0720

Craig Morgan to Release Powerful New Memoir
with Blackstone Publishing
Blackstone Publishing is thrilled to announce the forthcoming release of
“GOD, FAMILY, COUNTRY: Soldier, Singer, Husband, Dad - There’s a Whole Lot
More to Me” [Blackstone Publishing; September 27, 2022; hardcover, ebook,
and audiobook], by chart-topping Country music entertainer and Army veteran
Craig Morgan.
One of Country music’s best-loved artists, fans know Craig Morgan from
his hit songs and acclaimed albums, and they will soon see him in the new TV
series, “Beyond The Edge,” premiering on March 16th on CBS. In his gripping
new memoir, Craig Morgan shares all aspects from his life, revealing stories
even his most avid fans don’t know about—like how he worked alongside the
CIA as a soldier in Panama, or fought sex traffickers as an undercover agent in
Thailand.
Craig details these many facets of his life and more in ‘God, Family,
Country.’ An on-stage appearance with his father’s band at age ten may have
planted the seeds for life as a Country star, but first he trained as a paratrooper
in the army. After earning numerous distinctions, his path to sergeant major
was all but assured. Then came a momentous decision: he left the active
military to pursue music.
With unwavering support from his wife and a pack of part-time jobs, he
toughed out the lean years and achieved his first success with the poignant
ballad Almost Home. Other hits soon followed, from party songs like Redneck
Yacht Club to the soul-rending TheFather, My Son, and the Holy Ghost. Born from
the anguish of his son Jerry’s passing, the song’s tribute has consoled and
inspired millions across the world.
Duty to country has been a constant throughout his life and globespanning career. In 2006, as That’s What I Love about Sunday topped Country
radio charts, Craig was riding in a convoy of Humvees in Iraq. An avid
outdoorsman, a former sheriff’s deputy who’s still a member of the auxiliary,
and always a husband and father first, Craig Morgan will inspire you with his
life lived by the deepest values: God, family, country.
The Oak Ridge Boys Announce
‘Christmas In Tennessee’ Show at
Gaylord Opryland Resort
GRAMMY® Award-winning and Country
Music Hall of Fame members, The Oak Ridge
Boys, will return to the Gaylord Opryland Resort
to celebrate the holiday season at home this year
with a 32-show residency as part of the resort’s
39th annual ‘A Country Christmas’ event. The
Oaks’ ‘Christmas in Tennessee’ Dinner Show,
November 23 – December 25, 2022, features a
delicious holiday meal prepared by the resort’s
culinary team followed by the Oaks and their
band performing Christmas classics, new
favorites, and many of the timeless hits that have
shaped their legendary career.
“It is such an honor to be bringing our Christmas show back to Gaylord Opryland in 2022 for the THIRD year in a row,” shares
Joe Bonsall. “Nobody does Christmas like Gaylord Opryland, and our dinner shows have become a part of the tradition over the last
few years! We can promise this, our show will be much different than last year, but Santa will still be a part, as will our big
state-of-the-art production. And we will give each audience a strong set list of songs covering every aspect of Christmas. We hope
you will plan to join The Oak Ridge Boys over the holidays this year for a gourmet dinner and a show that has been honed over
decades of Christmas tours.”
Along with classic Christmas tunes, the Oaks will also perform some of their biggest hits from more than 40 albums including
eight of their Christmas albums. The band will also take a look back on Christmas past, celebrate the birth of Christ, and create
amazing holiday memories for guests in the festive surroundings of Gaylord Opryland Resort. For more information on ‘Christmas
in Tennessee,’ visit www.OakRidgeBoys.com.
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SERIES

MELANIE
WALKER
By Robin Tanner

G

ospel singer and life coach, Melanie Walker
knew the call of God on her life early on. It
began in the small town of West Frankfort,
Illinois, where she attended a little Methodist church with
her grandmother. When she was eleven, the youth leaders
took Melanie to revivals where the couple would preach
and sing. Melanie recalls, “We traveled all over. He would
preach, she would play the piano, and then they would have
me sing. Looking back, I see God’s hand. I didn’t come
from a family who sang. My parents weren’t even involved
in church at the time. I cannot remember asking for this to
happen. Outside of God’s design, I was not a likely
candidate for this path. This was such a special season in
my life as I experienced the presence of the Holy Spirit and
saw lives changed. I love to sing, but I do not think I would
have continued to do it had I not experienced His powerful
presence. Singing is so much more to me than being on a
platform. It’s being a part of what God is doing in the lives
of people.”
“God opened the doors for me to travel with another girl,
Jackie Rowley, for many years. She was an excellent musician
that God used to teach me how to be a better singer. We also
learned to minister together. We sang anywhere folks would
listen, but mostly revivals. That was when revivals would be
scheduled for a week, and end up going two-three weeks. I
was prophesied over twice, once at age fifteen and once in
my thirties, that I would sing to millions of people. Again,
this was not something that would be expected, considering
I lived in a town with around three thousand people and sang
Country Gospel music, which was not the kind of music that
was considered commercial or popular at the time.”
When Melanie received the word from God that she
would sing to millions of people, one way was through
television. “God brought the TCT International Television
Ministry to my back yard. Through a series of events, doors
opened for me to sing on local programming and on the
national specials. One night, after we had finished, Dr. Garth
Coonce called me over and asked me if I would do a show. I
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cannot believe my response now! I said, ‘Are you sure?’ The
man standing next to him said he was sure, or he would not
be asking! That was the beginning of God doing a new work
in me.”
“At the time we didn’t have guests and we needed more
than singing, so I began to teach. This caused me to dig into
the Word of God. While I was teaching others, I experienced
the Living Word on a deeper level myself. It changed my life
and continues to do so daily. God used Dr. Coonce in a mighty
way to share the Gospel of Christ to the world, through the
building of the TCT Network. He also used him in a very
personal way in my life when I asked to have guests on the
show, and Dr. Coonce said, ‘No I just want you to do it.’
TCT even published a book called, The Good Life, taken from
a series of teaching segments I did for the network.” Come
On In (With Melanie Walker) can still be seen on the TCT
Network on Saturday afternoons.
Melanie’s musical influences include Jimmy Swaggart,
Dottie Rambo, Walt Mills, Laverne Tripp, Sheri Easter,
Vestal Goodman, and Marty Raybon. She adds, “I felt God
when I heard these people sing; that is what I want to happen

for others when I sing. Also, my mom played Patsy Cline at
home, and who could not be impacted by that voice?”
Melanie has been blessed to have won numerous awards,
appeared on TV, and had songs on the charts. She has given
God all the credit. She shares special highlights in her life. “I
was blessed to sing at the Christian Country Music Awards
at the Ryman Auditorium. Diamond Rio presented me with
the ‘Female Vocalist of the Year.’ I was so nervous I did not
even realize who they were! The best part was that my mother
got to be there. She unexpectedly passed away that year, but
I am forever grateful for her being a part of that evening.
Getting inducted into the International Country Gospel Music
Association Hall of Fame was unbelievable. Even more, the
honor of recording a duet with Marty Raybon from
Shenandoah, and hosting the ICM Awards. As if it couldn’t
get any better, I was so honored to become one of their
‘Living Legends.’ It’s always a pleasure to co-produce
Sunday Mornin’ Country at the Grand Ole Opry House. I am
so blessed to have my friend, Grand Ole Opry member,
Mandy Barnett as my music producer. She is truly a great
vocalist, as well an exceptional professional to work with.
God gives us the best.”
Melanie shares how even through a time of doubt and
despair, God always provides a song. “Very early in our
marriage, my husband, Gerald experienced a major health
crisis. For several days he was unresponsive, and we did not
know if he was going to live. For months it looked as life
would never be normal for him again. I struggled trying to
understand it all. I wish I could say that I was a strong spiritual
warrior and stood firm in my faith throughout the ordeal. I
was still doing all the right things, acting the way I should,
but inside I felt abandoned by God. I could not understand
why He would let this happen. On my way to work one
morning, I was talking to God and said, ‘We have served you,
done this, done that, and the list went on. If that is not enough,
I am not sure what else you want, and I do not think I can do
this.’ I was angry, worn, disillusioned, and afraid. Right at
that time, a song came on the radio. Jeff and Sheri Easter were
singing, In His Will, There Is A Way. I began to weep from
my deepest part, and then I began to laugh. God was meeting
me where I was and lifting the weight I was carrying.”
“That drive to work was life-changing. I learned that I
was never meant to be enough, that hard things happen to

those who try to live right. God has it, and He is working all
things together for good, for those who are called according
to HIS purpose. I began to understand that my relationship
with God, and his love for me, was not based on all those
“good” things I had done. It was based on the righteousness
of Christ and the blood he shed for me. It is on Christ the solid
rock I stand, and looking back, I am a little embarrassed at
my self-righteousness.”
In the Spring of 2020, Melanie was inspired to write a
song to honor those who were on the front lines of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Heroes Are Human Too was co-written
with Tammy Vice, and produced by Mandy Barnett. Melanie,
as a former healthcare provider, felt burdened to shine the
light on their humanity; being a hero begins with an ordinary
human who, to their calling, will always say, ‘Yes.’ She says,
“I know from personal experience that healthcare workers are
super-giving people who work around the clock, juggling the
needs of their patients, well before their considering
themselves and their families. To those that worked the front
lines of COVID-19, they risked it all and they ARE heroes.
That's why I wanted to honor these people.”
“I have been blessed to see His hand throughout my life.
I have had the privilege to serve Him in ways that are far
beyond my natural talents or abilities. I am assured that God
will complete the work he has started in me, and in all those
who are His. We do not have to struggle, work things out in
our own strength, or make a place for ourselves. He can do
more than we can think or imagine, and He does!”
Melanie is available for concerts and speaking events.
She is also hosting retreats. Integrating her teaching and
coaching experience, she creates an environment for women
to step outside the business of their lives, to have the
opportunity for self-reflection, and to hear God. “The Word
tells us to take account of days. We are given each moment
just once. Time is the only thing we cannot replace. It is
difficult not to get distracted, even with good things, from
what matters most. Sometimes we just need to take a step
back, asking God to help us take inventory of our lives,
correcting our course. It is tempting to measure our successes
against someone else’s, or in the world’s eyes. In doing so,
we are missing out on the unique journey God has prepared
for us. My desire is to be a part of women everywhere,
experiencing God’s personal best for them.”

Sundance Music Group is a full-service music company
serving the Christian Country / Country Gospel music industry.

sundance
music group

RECORDING
RADIO SINGLE RELEASE
VIDEO PRODUCTION
Contact John Penney
Phone: 229-942-0857 • Email:john@johnpenneymusic.com
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is a premium, global radio distribution and promotion platform. AirPlay Direct
delivers a smart set of digital marketing and promotion tools professionally supported with radio
promotion training for independent artists and record labels.
provides artists and records labels a music business platform designed to help
them keep their music in front of and available to our global radio station members and music
industry professionals every day of the year... 24/7 - 365. From new releases to global radio
promotion of deep catalog, AirPlay Direct is the solution.

• APD Artist Profile / Release Pages
• Digital delivery of your broadcast-quality tracks and
marketing info to radio stations globally
• Radio Station Download Tracking & Stats
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• Global Radio Indicator Charts
Twice a month AirPlay Direct offers our
Tutorial free
to our members. This presentation is a walk-through of the APD Eco-System and the digital
smart-tools you have available with your membership account.
For more information please visit: AirPlayDirect.com
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Three years old seems like a good age to begin a music
career. It has worked out very well for Gena Roberts Hamilton,
making her debut in front of a Texarkana church congregation,
the church where her dad, the late Dr. J. L. Patillo pastored.
By Deborah Baliles

G

ena was born in Mena,
Arkansas, raised into a
family of musicians. Among
Gena’s four brothers, (Jack, Gene, David,
Jimmy), are accomplished guitarists, petal
steel guitarists, songwriters, vocalists, and
even a pastor. Much like her brothers,
there is also a nephew and niece who are
established musicians. Music is definitely
“in her genes.”
A way of life, and still is, for Gena
was going to church multiple times a
week in the tri-area, fondly known as
Ark-La-Tex. An amazing gift, Gena has
a memorized catalog of countless
standard and classic hymns. In school she
studied music where she was flutist for
the high school band, as well, the featured
performer in the high school choir.
Gena was offered a professional
vocalist tour with an established Gospel
group, but dad thought it best that a
teenager not go. Staying close to family,
she sang background vocals on several of
her older brother’s early albums, was part
of his many live shows, concerts, and
tours.
“You sound a lot like Connie Smith” became the echo
from several performing artists. “Who is Connie Smith? I
guess everybody sounds like somebody.” Gena decided to
give a listen to Connie Smith’s music, becoming an overnight
fan. As a gift to her mother, she recorded an independent
album, “Gena Sings, A Tribute To Connie Smith.” Recorded
in a home studio, the album was never released. Plans are to
recreate the album in a professional studio. Gena’s trademark
sound is truly a blend of Connie Smith, mixed with pure, raw
Patillo talent.
As talents flourished, Gena would be offered
opportunities throughout Arkansas, Oklahoma, Texas, and
Louisiana, doing background vocals for various artists, and
doing solo productions in theatre shows. Along with brother
Jack, she became a regular on the Music Country USA theater
show in Broken Bow, Oklahoma. Performing at the Oaklawn
Opry Show in Texarkana, she would meet her husband,
former road and tour manager, Joe Hamilton. With Joe on
utility/rhythm guitar, together they were an important part of
the house band, staying with the show until its closing in 2018.

Gena released her first solo Gospel
album in 2011, “Trophies Of His Grace.”
In May of that same year, the album
debuted on the UAN Network Gospel
Show hosted by Mary Faye Jackson.
Following a live CD release concert in
Texarkana, Gena and The Trophies Band
had their first #1 hit, Higher Ground. A
second album, “Just Because I Ask You”
yielded several #1 singles and awards.
The Trophies Band make for an
astounding live performance. Established
in 2012 by Joe Hamilton and Chip
Bricker, the band brings a sound to
Country Gospel and Southern Gospel like
none other. Meet the band: Chip Bricker
(keyboard/band director), Jack Patillo
(steel guitar/vocals), Henry Matthews
(steel guitar/fiddle), Tommy Vaughan
(bass guitar/vocals), Willie Glover (lead
guitarist/vocals),
Jimmy
Aikin
(drums/vocals), Joe Hamilton (rhythm
guitar/management). “When we take the
band to perform live, we enjoy every
second with these most gifted and
talented,
multi-award
nominated,
Christian men.
God continues to bless the music of Gena Hamilton with
new projects, appearances, nominations, awards, top charting
singles, and wonderful radio play. Gena and Joe work as a
tight-team to ensure that her music is well promoted and
produced. Occasionally, Joe will work with other talented
artists, but he is devoted to Gena and her projects. Gena only
records songs that she feels, songs that have a special
meaning. Meticulously, Joe and Chip work the lyrics and the
arrangement to fit the message. Most always the end result is
amazing. Emotions are easily read on her face as she records.
“There have been difficult times in the studio, just to finish a
song. But in God’s time and in His way, it was finished.
Grateful that God uses my voice to reach out to others.”
Gena has recorded four albums thus far in her career,
yielding several #1 singles and awards, including, Gospel
Music Fan Awards ‘Favorite Female Vocalist’ (2019). The
(ICGMA) International Country Gospel Music Association
honored Gena with the prestigious Joe Paul Nichols Lifetime
Achievement Award (2022) as well as ICGMA’s ‘Female
Vocalist of the Year.’ Far too many to list, but somewhere in
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Gena Roberts Hamilton & the Trophies Band

a very impressive awards listing, one will find ‘Female
Horizon,’ ‘Female Gold Cross,’ ‘Legacy,’ ‘Presidents,’ and
‘Critics Choice.’ A consistent top twenty charting artist since
2013, these songs are to her credit: 10,000 Angels Cried
Again, Good God, Let Me Live, O Holy Night, Go Tell It On
The Mountain, Just Because I Ask You, City Of Gold, Tell My
Friends, In the Garden, Wishing Well, and Just A Closer Walk
With Thee (featuring Jeff Easter on harmonica).
Performing in Branson every year since 2012,
additionally Gena performs regularly at the Cass County
Cowboy Church in Atlanta, Texas. For the past six-seven
years, she has been the hostess of Texas Country Music Hall
of Fame Sunday morning service in Northeast Texas. On a
given Sunday morning, guests from the surrounding weekend
festivals will come and share their own Gospel music. Joining
John Webster and Joy Roberts, Gena is the newest member
of the group, Texas Praise.
Featured on several TV and radio shows in Arkansas,
Texas, and New Mexico, her music can be heard on most
Gospel radio stations. Fans can follow Gena and find her
music on YouTube (she has over thirty tunes and videos
streaming), ReverbNation, Facebook music groups,
i2irecords, bubbajmusicartist.com, smartproductions.com,
Heavensound.com, and of course her personal sites,
genahamiltononline.com/genahamilton.com. A latest video,
Sweet Memories was performed at the Texas Country Music
Hall of Fame Induction Show. The song was introduced by
Sirius XM radio host and Grand Ole Opry star, Dallas Wayne.
The song is a tribute to the TXCMHOF members whom the
music world has lost since Covid.
Gena is certainly “music busy,” but she is also a twentyyears-plus veteran nurse. Yet, she manages to do it all
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gracefully and professionally. Current project, “Gena &
Friends,” a double album recording at S.M.A.R.T. Studios in
Texarkana will feature legends in both Country and Gospel.
Chances are one will recognize the special guest artists from
Christian Voice, ICGMA, TGMA (Texoma Gospel Music
Association), CGMA (Country Gospel Music Association),
Christian Servant, Cashbox, Cross Country USA, Heavens
Country, and others. Gena drops the hint of a new duet version
of Teddy Bear with Barbara Fairchild, produced by Chip
Bricker, Roy Morris, and Joe Hamilton. Lastly, Gena is
looking forward to recording in Nashville real soon, a project
produced by two great friends who truly believe in her music.
“I won’t mention the names, but both of the award-winning
ones know who they are!”
Gena has released her music through Millenium Music
Group and Canyon Creek Records. The husband-and-wife
team are proud members of ICGMA, Gospel Music FanFair,
and TGMA.
“If only one person hears a song of mine, and it leads
them to Jesus, then it’s worth it all. Giving my best, my desire
is to spread God’s word - one song at a time. All of us artists
are in this together. We have faced so much hardship, and
even lack, over the past couple of years. We don’t know where
we are all headed, but we are trusting God for you, and us, to
take control and provide every opportunity to carry His
message, with our chosen music and songs.” Mike Owens
and Gena Hamilton have turned the one song at a time thing
into a real song, expected cutting and release soon.
To the fans, songwriters, producers, musicians,
promotors, “Thanks for the ride.” With the tenacity of that
three-year-old still, the incomparable music artist that is Gena
Hamilton will always be reaching up, reaching higher.
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Proudly Representing These Fine Artists…

DIXIE REVIVAL
Good Time

CAROLINA
Stories On The Wall

GREGG WALKER
Toe To Toe With The Devil

THE MELODYAIRES
Glorious Day

TRACY COWARD
I Can’t Praise Him Enough

WILLIE WELLS & THE BLUE RIDGE
MOUNTAIN GRASS
Nothing Good About Goodbye

BENJI NEAL
Mr. President

LINDY BRYSON
White Church

THE TALLENT FAMILY
One Foot In Heaven

Son Sound Music Group • 104 Bright Ave • Bessemer City, NC 28016
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Jim

Thanks for playing my new radio release

THE POSITIVE COWBOY
Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

WWW.JIMSHELDONMUSIC.COM
WWW.BEVMcCANNANDFRIENDS.COM
INFORMATION: 615.299.6659

Staff, Cross Country USA

The Legacy & Music of JOE PAUL NICHOLS

J

oe Paul Nichols was born on September 13, 1941
in Cundiff, Texas, east of Jacksboro. He was the
middle child, a fourth generation Texan, born to
O. W. “Jack” and Myrtle Riggs Nichols. He attended
Jacksboro schools where he played varsity basketball, was a
member of F.F.A. for four years (an officer for one year), a
member of student council during his senior year, and was
voted Mr. F.T.A., F.H.A. Prince Charming and Most
Courteous Boy of J.H.S. Joe Paul also won second place, out
of fourteen contestants, at the F.F.A. (Future Farmers
Association) State Convention talent contest in San Antonio,
Texas.
Country music played a big part in his life, beginning at
a young age. He grew up listening to the Grand Ole Opry,
Louisiana Hayride, and the Big D Jamboree. His father taught
him to play the guitar when he was nine years old. In high
school he was already playing Country and Western music
around the area on weekends. In 1957, his father took
sixteen-year-old Joe Paul to Fort Worth to audition for the
Cowtown Hoedown, a weekly Country and Western show
held at the Majestic Theater. Joe Paul got the job performing
every other week on the Cowtown Hoedown for the next
three years. Another dream came true when he performed
weekly on the Big D Jamboree in Dallas, Texas. That would
have a seven-year run.
Nichols formed his own band, The Five Pennies. The
band performed primarily in Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico,
Arkansas, and Missouri. The Five Pennies were known for
their traditional Country, Western Swing, and Country Gospel
music. From small towns to large cities, Joe Paul and The
Five Pennies brought Country music to school auditoriums,
civic centers, clubs, rodeos, fairs, and conventions. Twin
fiddles and the steel guitar were dominant instruments in their
music. Joe Paul credits Sonny James and George Jones as two
singers he most admired – Sonny James for the type of life
he lived, George Jones for his talent.
Joe Paul’s solo career included fifteen to twenty churches
a year, the Prairieville Farm Days Festival in Michigan, and
the Lincoln County Cowboy Symposium in Ruidoso, New
Mexico. Nichols made many guest appearances on various
stage shows and Oprys across Texas.
From the artist’s website, Nichols had shared how a
diagnosis would change his life, “My music career of fifty
years has been nothing but a passionate journey down the
road of Country music. I was very saddened when I was
diagnosed with ALS or Lou Gehrig's disease in September,
2007. I was not expecting to end my singing career at this
time in my life. However, once again my Lord has reminded
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me that he is in control. I could choose to be angry, but my
Lord has blessed me throughout my life. I had my band, The
Five Pennies for thirty-five years. I retired the band in 2008
after being diagnosed with ALS, when it took my voice.”
During Joe Paul Nichols fifty-year career, he recorded
over three-hundred songs and cut twenty-six albums/CDs. He
worked with some great artists in Country music, such as
George Jones, Ernest Tubb, Charley Pride, Johnny Cash,
Jennie Seely, Leona Williams, Merle Haggard, Willie Nelson,
Little Jimmy Dickens, Hank Thompson, Moe Bandy, Sonny
James, and many more. Nichols had three songs to top the
National charts, Jesus Is The Same In California (Country
Gospel 1999), Eleven Eighteen Nadine Lane (Western Swing
2006), and Take My Hand Precious Lord (#1 Country Gospel
July 2010). Joe Paul has been fortunate to win many awards
in the industry. A former recipient, he even has an award
named after him, International Country Gospel Music
Association’s, the Joe Paul Nichols Lifetime Achievement
Award.

He played for many governors’ fund raisers and political
events, as well for Lady Bird Johnson and Ronald Reagan.
Former Governor of Texas, Rick Perry said, “Joe Paul Nichols
has long delighted Texans and people from across the country
with his music. Mr. Nichols’ love for song and entertainment
is demonstrated by a long and illustrious career, which began
way back in 1957, when he was sixteen. His wholesome songs
brought cheers across the Lone Star State and throughout the
American Southwest.”
As a young boy he started singing on the back of his
daddy’s truck, on the square in Jacksboro. Joe Paul shared,
“I never dreamed that my music would be played on radio
stations around the world. I was honored to host the Ernest
Tubb Mid-Night Jamboree, a live radio show on W.S.M. out
of Nashville. Another privilege I had was to be music director
at my home church for forty-eight years, Cundiff Baptist.”
He worked for the Texas DOT, as a state inspector, for
thirty-four years, taking early retirement in 1993. Joe Paul,
with business partner/band member, Terry Beene, started
Nichols & Beene Bus Tours in 1994. The business was very
successful over eighteen years. Joe Paul also served as Jack
County Commissioner of Precinct #1 from 1998-2008. Terry
Beene shares memories of his close friend. “Joe Paul was not
only my friend and business partner, he was my mentor.
Because of him I found the Lord. He was kind and the most
God-loving person I knew. Even knowing how my old life
was with drug addiction, he never looked on that. I had just

gotten out of drug rehab in 1983, when he hired me on trial.
Our friendship and partnership lasted almost thirty years. If
it hadn’t been for Nichols, I don’t know where I would have
been, he never gave up on me. I have never had another friend
like him. I miss him every day.”
Joe Paul has this comment on his website, summing up
the life he lived. “Although music has been important to me,
the highlight of my life was my family. I believe having a
positive attitude is a key to success, and having a life focused
on God, family and friends is important, too. I consider myself
to be a blessed man. I have gained so many friends and fans
over the past years, each one has a special place in my heart
memories. I want to say, “Thanks” to the fans who listen to
traditional Country music, Western Swing, and Country
Gospel music, as well to the DJs who play it. Let’s keep it
alive and going strong.”
Joe Paul Nichols passed away Wednesday, July 27, 2011
in Jacksboro, Texas. He was sixty-nine. He is survived by his
wife, Carolyn of forty-eight years, two children, several
grandchildren, and their extended families.
Joe Paul was a member of the International Country
Gospel Music Association, and the Texas International Music
Association. “Thank you” Joe Paul Nichols for leaving a
legacy with your family, fans, and for the impact you made
on many artists in our music industry.
www.joepaulnichols.com
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OFFICIAL CHRISTIAN COUNTRY TOP 100 - SEPTEMBER 2022
TM
1
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LM
4
5
8
11
21
14
34
19
16
2
3
18
45
46
20
25
54
27
30
29
24
42
52
1
65
41
35
9
7
13
47
48
66
58
32
49
64
50
37
39
10
12
83
15
31
56
74
51
71
57

SONG TITLE
ARTIST
The Scars You Can't See
Chuck Hancock
Mrs. McCormick
David House
I Don't Have Time
Williamson Branch
He Was There
Jan Harbuck
O How I Love Jesus
Carrie Underwood
He's Got Heart
Terry Davis
It's A God Thing
Chris Golden
Forever Changed
T Graham Brown
Good Times
Dixie Revival
Man At The Well
Delnora
Just Like That
Don Stiles
He Woke Me Up This Morning
Bruce Hedrick
You Be The Light
Cherie Brennan
City Of Gold
Gena Roberts Hamilton
Grandma's Prayer
Melissa Evans
Road Back To Calvary
David Smith
Gods Got A Plan
Doug Mathis
Worship
Jeff Arrandale
The Positive Cowboy
Jim Sheldon
Radio Friend
Richard Lynch
Choose Life
Murphys
I Want To See Heaven
Deano Graham
Our Town
Lonnie Hardy
Pray For The Cowboy
Bill Baker with Kim Keith
Greater Faith
Danny Thomas featuring Autumn Sky
Picture Frames
Randy Rogers Band
Justified
Jacky Jack White
Ain't Worth The Heartache
Curtis Grimes
Walkin' Tall With Jesus
Debbie White
The Cross Brought You Through
Steve Warren
Til You Can't
Cody Johnson
The Mightiest Of Men
Johnathan Len
Standing Room Only
Kali Rose
Sometime After Midnight
Richard Sprayberry
Three Carpenters
Brent Hutchens
Something That Grace Will Do
Mary Burke
More Than Me
Corey Farlow
Red, White, And Blue
Jimmy R Price
Fill My Way With Love
Mary James
How Long
Tim Fulgham
If The Good Lord's Willin’
Heather Thomas Van Deren
Boogie For Jesus
Luke Hendrickson
God's Great Love
Tennessee River Boys
Stood On That Rock
Troy Richardson
Angels & Mamas
James Payne
The Casual Christian
Randy Day
God Do You Hear Me Crying
Dana Gregory
In You
Justin Richardson
Standin' On Holy Ground
Roger Barkley Jr.
Jesus Hold My Hand
Ava Kasich
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TM LM
51 60
52 38
53 69
54 28
55 22
56 80
57 73
58 78
59 43
60 79
61 76
62 89
63 98
64 82
65 –
66 84
67 –
68 92
69 70
70 –
71 –
72 93
73 99
74 85
75 –
76 97
77 –
78 86
79 94
80 –
81 90
82 91
83 –
84 100
85 –
86 –
87 96
88 –
89 –
90 –
91 –
92 –
93 –
94 –
95 –
96 –
97 –
98 –
99 –
100 –

SONG TITLE
ARTIST
What Hasn't Killed Me
John Penney
Sometimes I Get Homesick
Pam Blackstock
Somewhere I Can Go
Kelton French featuring Brooke Woods
You Are So Beautiful
Lulu Roman with T Graham Brown
Every Valley Has A Promise
Endless Highway
Second Chances
Branded
Take Your Place
Derrick Loudermilk Band
I'm Redeemed
Tracey Rhodes
Hello In Heaven
Lorraine Howard
No One's Too Broken For Grace
Barber Family
The Lord's Prayer
Cathy Rauch
He Is God
Freddy Redmon
Trouble The Waters
Journeys
I Choose Life
Webster Brothers
Even When I Fall
Greg McDougal
Toe To Toe With The Devil
Gregg Walker
Live Like You
John Berry
I Say Yes
Kenny Cable
Holes
Rescued
All I Have To Offer
Tina Wakefield
Like Ol' Hank
Fox Brothers
You Say
Tonja Rose
Jesus Or Whiskey
Troy Anderson
Why Didn't I Listen
Becky Braun
Somebody Like Me
Dale Rochell
I've Made Up My Mind
Kenny Keith
New Feathers
Carol Barham
He's Getting Me Ready Darin & Brooke Aldridge/The Oak Ridge Boys
My Jesus Will Be With Me
East Ridge Boy
Blood Medley
Cindy Hughlett
You Can't Take It With You
Tony Sands
Everybody Talks To God
Aaron Lewis
Those Crazy Christians
Rusty Rowan
God's Gonna Do The Same
Ben Stone
Enough
Dwayne Campbell
When The Roses Bloom Again
Melanie Walker
That's What I Do
Trinity Heirs
Turn On The Light
Zac Clifton
That Same Spirit
Roy Anderson
My God May Savior
Bev McCann
Grandma's Front Porch
Tisha Todd
I've Been To The House Of The Risen Son
Lin Butler
Momma's Wall Of Fame
Michael Lusk
Death Could Not Hold Him
New Road II
The Rest Of My Days
Mike Walker
The Warrior Was My Friend
Ron Hemphill
The Masterpiece
Michah Hall
Get Up And Walk
Paul Family Bluegrass Band
God's Dream For Me
Amy McAllister
Coming To Jesus
Barry Lee White

Thanks for making

THE SCARS YOU CAN’T SEE

www.chuckhancock.com
Bookings: Terry Beene, 214-695-9775

Chuck Hancock Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 756 • Sandersville, Ga. 31082
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Spotlight on young Christian Country artists
By Robin Tanner

BEN STONE

B

en Stone is fourteen years old and from Corydon,
Kentucky. His parents are Scott and Brooke Stone.
He’s a freshman at Haven Christian Academy. He
attends Corydon Holiness Church, where he is a singer and
musician. Additionally, Ben loves to fish, play basketball and
baseball.
At the age of three, Ben began singing and playing guitar.
Ben has followed in the footsteps of many singers and
musicians by performing on social media. He says, “I started
singing for a Facebook page called Praise On The Porch in
2020; that led to being invited to sing at churches!”
In November of 2020, Heartsong Nashville Music
Group’s CEO, Dennis Coker contacted Ben’s parents about
making a CD. The staff and artists at Heartsong Nashville
were so impressed by this young man’s talent. In January
2021, Ben recorded his first CD. “I am thankful to my parents
for allowing me to be on this journey of music ministry, my
grandparents for pushing and encouraging me to keep singing
for the Lord. I want to thank the Lord for blessing me with
the talent, and opening the doors up to be able to sing. I’m
thankful for family, friends, and fans for always supporting
me. A special thanks to Jeff Napier for doing such an
awesome job on my projects!”
Ben Stone has won five awards at LCGMA (Lake
Cumberland Gospel Music Association). He was honored to
receive ‘Male Soloist of the Year,’ ‘Song of the Year,’
‘Project of the Year,’ ‘Musician of the Year,’ and ‘Songwriter
of the Year’ (2021).
His brand-new radio single, God’s Gonna Do The Same
charted in Cross Country USA, along with several other
different chartings. Ben is very appreciative of the response
the song is receiving at radio. He has released two national
singles and delighted audiences at Gospel Music Fan Fair in
Somerset, Kentucky.

Ben shares his heart for God everywhere he goes. “I thank
the Lord for all he is doing in mine, and my family’s life. He
keeps us safe and well! It’s important that in this ministry
lives are being touched and blessed, as more doors are
opening up to sing. A song I love to sing by Michael Combs,
He Called My Name is a favorite, because if He hadn’t called
my name, I wouldn’t be where I’m at today! My mission is
to win souls for the Lord, while ministering to people’s
needs.”
“A fan can expect lots of singing, because I don’t talk
much. After the singing, fans can come back to the product
table to meet us and purchase some of my music.”
Visit Ben on his Facebook page: Ben’s Gospel Classics.

Rusty Rowan
Available on all digital music outlets. Distributed
to radio by Mansion Entertainment and
Millennium Music Group

Millennium
Booking: 601-731-8324
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American Actor and Entertainer Randall Franks
Inducted into the Tri-State Gospel Music Hall of Fame
By Jackson McKee

A

ppalachian fiddler, humorist and actor
Randall Franks, “Officer Randy
Goode” of “In the Heat of the Night,”
was inducted into the Tri-State Gospel Music Hall
of Fame August 6, 2022, at Parkway Baptist
Church in Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia.
Franks was included in a class of inductees
such as Kelly Nelon, the late Rex Nelon, Peg
McKamey Bean, Ruben Bean, Woody Wright,
Adam Borden, Darren Haskett, Jeff Kelley, and
Willie Kitchens. The Tri-State Gospel Music Hall
of Fame, based in the Chattanooga area, includes
Georgia, Tennessee and Alabama.
“It was such a wonderful honor to be inducted
into the Tri-State Gospel Music Hall of Fame,”
Franks said. “Thank you to Ken Hicks, Will
Dickerson and all the Tri-State Gospel Music Hall
of Fame board for this honor.”
At the event, Franks also appeared with The
Nelons and the TSGHOF house band led by Randall Franks (center) is inducted into the Tri-State Gospel Music Hall
pianist Curtis Broadway to perform with the Hall of Fame by (left) TSGMA President/Founder Herb Oliver and TSGMA
Chairman Will Dickerson. (Photo by Robert York)
of Fame Choir and the Scrap Iron Quartets. “My
journey here would not have been possible without
God’s ever present hand opening doors for me to share for
"So many lessons were taught, and doors were opened
Him,” he said. “I thank my late parents, Pearl and Floyd for me by Marksmen leader Earle Wheeler," Franks said.
Franks, all those who encouraged me along the way, those "Without his ever-present involvement in my gospel music
who played or sang with my acts, or those who allowed me career, it's safe to say I would not be receiving such an honor."
to perform or record with them.”
Franks said this accolade is owed to those behind the
Franks latest release is What About All These American scenes who made it possible. “I appreciate the support of the
Flags? from his 2019 #1 Global Americana Album promoters, the disc jockeys, the print journalists, the record
“Americana Youth of Southern Appalachia.” In addition to execs – Chris White and Norman Holland, engineers, and all
numerous Gospel songs included on Bluegrass, Folk, Country the groups who shared the concert stages,” he said. “It is an
and Americana albums, his Gospel releases are the Top-20 amazing journey. Most of all, I appreciate those folks who
“Handshakes and Smiles” album, “Sacred Sounds of showed up rain or shine, to listen, applaud, buy records, tapes
Appalachia,” “Christmas Time’s A Comin’,” “God’s and CDs, and those who maybe bought a Coke or provided a
Children,” “Keep Em’ Smilin’, "Precious Memories,” and meal along the way.”
"Faith Will See Us Through."
“I am eternally grateful that folks allowed this Georgia
Among his most popular songs are In the Garden, Must fiddler who sings on key from time to time and shares some
Be a Reason, God’s Children, He’s Never Gonna Fool Me corny Appalachian humor to come into their lives,” he said.
Again, Let’s Live Every Day Like It Was Christmas, Beautiful
Franks most recent film is the multi-award winning "The
Star of Bethlehem, and You Better Get Ready.
Cricket's Dance." Franks shares in a Best Ensemble Cast
Some among the performers Franks has appeared with Award for his portrayal of "Dr. J.A. Anderson" in the film.
through his career are The Marksmen Quartet, Jeff & Sheri He is currently completing the American Revolution era film
Easter, The National Quartet Convention All Star Band, The "The American's Creed."
Morris Brothers, The Lewis Family, The Primitive Quartet,
The Watkins Family, Tim Lovelace, Dottie Rambo, Bill
www.RandallFranks.com
Monroe, Jim and Jesse McReynolds and many more.
www.tristategospelmusichalloffame.com
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at radio now
Cathy’s music is available on all
major digital music outlets

Distributed to radio by

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

Covenant Agency: 812-292-0069
or 309-696-2162
Email: cathyjrauch@gmail.com
www.cathyrauch.com
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Bill Baker

pray for
the cowboy
Featuring Kim Keith
Canyon Creek Comp. Vol. #58

“The prayer of a righteous person has great
power as it is working.” - James 5:16
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RON
HEMPHILL

Thanks for playing my new single,

THE WARRIOR WAS MY FRIEND

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

1850 SE Lincoln Rd • Prineville, OR 97754
Phone: 541-480-5642
Email: thorn3006@centurylink.net

SINGER/SONGWRITER

HELLO IN HEAVEN
Written by Shelby Lorraine Howard

At radio now…and at all major digital outlets

At radio now…

MRS. McCORMICK
Distributed by

Millennium

On Canyon Creek Records

MUSIC GROUP

For bookings, call 843-455-5739
www.lorrainehowardministires.com

www.davidhousesongs.com
Housesathome@msn.com
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“There’s a lion
in the streets!”
By guest columnist, Tammy Caldwell

I

absolutely LOVE the Turner Classic Movies (TCM)
channel. Give me a quiet morning, my well-worn,
soft blue blanket, a cup of coffee (with sugar-free
Hazelnut creamer, of course), an old classic movie, and I’m
a happy gal. Ah, a little Heaven on Earth!
Just a few Saturdays ago, I had a much-needed weekend
at home. I found myself curled up on the couch watching
“Cimarron,” a good old classic western.
The hero, Yancey Chavat, played by Richard Dix, stood
boldly before the townspeople in a makeshift meeting house
and proclaimed, “There’s a lion in the streets!” He was
referring to a notorious outlaw standing at the back of the
crowd plotting how to take our hero down. Yancey, champion
of the people, chose not to run and hide, but rather stood
publicly and called this bad man out by name. WHOA!
Suddenly, the bullets began to fly and a much awaited (by
yours truly) gunfight ensued. As I sipped my Java, eyes wide
open and daring not to blink, our hero emerged victorious and
the evil outlaw was defeated! Hooray!
Suddenly, I jumped up, grabbed my readers, a pen and
paper, and began to pour out my thoughts. What a timely
My fingers began turning the pages of my Bible, and my
message God gave through an old TCM classic! Let me now thoughts went to Proverbs 26:13. Then I went to 1 Peter
proclaim to all who will hear, “There’s a lion in the streets!” 5:8-10, where we’re told to be vigilant and cautious, for our
enemy is roaming around like a lion seeking someone to
devour. This “lion” is none other than that old serpent,
Satan, who masquerades in many forms. His prey is
anything good, holy, righteous and precious to God.
There is a lion devouring our precious unborn
children. He stalks the family, as instituted by God
Almighty to consist of a man, a woman and their
children. As a lion devours its prey in a hungry frenzy,
our enemy is ravenous for the souls of mankind, God’s
most precious creation. This lion is never satisfied. He
crouches around every corner, laying low, waiting
patiently, methodically, for one of God’s children to
pass by. Satan is still up to his old tricks of killing,
stealing and destroying our innocence. (John 10:10)
Ever since the Garden of Eden, where God told Adam
and Eve not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and
evil, this lion, aka the serpent, has feasted upon our
vulnerabilities. Once the forbidden fruit was eaten, eyes
were opened to know right and wrong.
What was once a beautiful scene of a husband and
wife
in the garden, innocent of sin, turned into
Irene Dunne and Richard Dix in Cimarron (1931)
embarrassment, guilt and shame. (Genesis 2:17) Today,
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the enemy of our souls knows very well that his time is short. Thus, his
hunger grows more intense day by day, and he will not rest until he has
cornered and devoured another one of God’s children.
All this being said, let me tell you that we must not be discouraged. The
good news is there’s also another lion whose power and strength are
unmatched. This Lion is KING of the jungle. HE is the mighty Lion of Judah
who shall prevail!
Revelation 5:5 says He is mighty to destroy the destroyer! Hallelujah!
HE is Jesus, the Christ, our Lord. He gives life to the dead, He restores what
has been taken and He will build up that which is brought down. Oh, how
I love the message found in Amos 3:12, which says that even if only a
fragment, two legs or even a small piece of an ear remains in the Lion’s
mouth, the Good Shepherd will rescue it! Our good shepherd is Jesus Christ.
Though Satan may try to tear us, break us, pull us apart, our Lord will rescue
us and renew us by His power. That should make us want to shout!
Yes, there is indeed a lion in the streets, in our homes, in our schools,
in our government, and dare I say even in our places of worship. Let us not
lose hope, beloved, for the Lord is our strength. We must be cautious, aware
of our surroundings, knowing that at any moment we could be challenged.
We must stand against our foe, unafraid, undaunted by his threat. We must
pray for insight, discernment and wisdom. We must pray, and then pray
some more. Let us cling to God’s Word and commit it to our minds and
hearts, so that we may draw from it easily and quickly. We must not become
passive or comfortable but always strive for greater faith and understanding
in these last days.
Lord Jesus, our Champion, our Defender, our Hope, Lion of Judah…
we await your return!

Thank you DJs for playing the new single,
I WANT TO SEE HEAVEN
Co-written with
James Payne,
from the album
“Bluegrass 3:16”

DEANO GRAHAM
www.deanograham.com
deanograham3@gmail.com • (407) 388-8667
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TIM FULGHAM

HOW LONG
At radio now!
Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

Call 205-662-4826 for radio distribution

Tim Fulgham • 1708 Oakley Station Rd. • Randolph, AL 36792
Phone: 205-928-1144 • Email: timothyfulgham@gmail.com
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Bill
Abernathy
Imagine yourself in a small
mining town on January 29th,
1958. You’re in a condemned
hospital where a mother is giving
birth to her fourth child while her
husband, covered in coal dust
from the mines, paces the waiting
room. This is the beginning of my
story - an auspicious beginning to
a twisting, turning life journey
leading me to where I am today.

This is my story…

I

t’s the first day of third grade, my teacher sent me
home ill. My mom immediately took me to the
hospital where I was diagnosed with rheumatic fever.
Rheumatic fever affects joints, heart, skin, and nervous
system. Three months later I was released from the hospital.
I was home schooled the entire year. My homebound teacher
instilled in me a fascination with reading and music. During
this six-month period my physical activities were very
restricted. I started to play around on the guitar and piano to
entertain myself.
Junior High was the first time I remember performing in
public. A friend and I performed a Beatles tune in a talent
show and I was hooked. Playing in school continued until
graduation with many performances in many environments.
Opportunities to perform in local clubs came along as well. I
was the young kid with the curly hair.
Playing music at night during high school years was
different than a typical high school experience. I had to grow
up fast in the adult environments. I could say the
“opportunities” afforded to me in those clubs were declined
but that would be a lie. There is a reason I tell folks that “the
70s were a little hard on me.”
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I soon started having issues with my voice. It would tire
very easily, and it was quite painful. The doctor found I had
had vocal nodes. He prescribed resting my voice and soon the
issues would go away. To pay the bills, I got a job with a
manufacturing company to hold me over until I got better.
Six months came and went, then a year, then surgery, then
another surgery and the next thing you know I find myself
retiring from that company 43 years later.
What’s a guy to do when his music dream has vanished
in front of his eyes? I got married, had a couple kids, and
developed a great family life. My kids were quite athletic,
giving me the opportunity to coach them, and support their
dreams playing all through college. This was a great time in
my life that I would not trade for the world. I also worked
hard on my business career, moved up through the
organization, working my way into management and
leadership positions. When the kids graduated and started
their own lives, I reached into a drawer full of thoughts, songs,
and ideas accumulated over years and started playing music
again. I had no thoughts of doing anything more, until…
A friend heard me play at a party and asked if I had
recorded any of my tunes. I told him I had no plans to do so,

“I am a pure lyrics first writer. I am a bit of a storyteller. I feel the story and lyrics
tell me what the rest of the song is supposed to sound like. Due to the variety in the
life events that eventually turn into my music, the final songs end up being quite
diverse both lyrically and musically. I really enjoy the freedom to create this way,
and many times I am quite surprised how the songs turn out.”
but it sounded like fun. We decided to record a couple tunes
and see what happens. I sent songs to some radio stations and
got a little airplay. I got to experience that special feeling of
hearing my songs on the radio for the first time. I also won a
few songwriting awards, which validated there may be an
audience out there for my music.
We followed up with a far more produced album, “Find
A Way.” This album included our biggest hit to date, titled
Goodbye Will Never Come Again. Sometimes understanding
our immaturity and the impact it had on others was
challenging to write about. Goodbye Will Never Come Again
hit #1 in the Folk category on the National Roots music charts.
The next project, “Crossing Willow Creek” is my way of
examining how some tunes need more than purely acoustic
treatment to effectively get their message across. “Crossing
Willow Creek” had four singles classified as hits in today’s
environment.

My latest work is an EP containing four new songs. Each
song is a different genre from Rock to Country, Folk, and
Americana. The current single is a cover song written by Gary
Burr, drawing an analogy from our emotional baggage we
carry with us, to A Thousand Wild Horses thundering behind
us, hell bent on running us down. A great song I am honored
to cover.
From a condemned hospital, through many changes and
challenges, to having my songs played all over the world, this
is my story. Change always teaches us to be everything we’re
destined to be. We don’t always know what life will bring,
what dreams will become reality, what dreams will crash and
burn, but one thing is certain - change is either our friend or
our enemy, we choose which.

Thanks DJs
for playing
THE CASUAL
CHRISTIAN
On Canyon Creek
Records Comp.

Randy Day Music LLC
PO Box 574 • Interlachen, FL , 32148
Phone: 386-336-1833 • Email: randydaymusic@gmail.com
WWW.RANDYDAYMUSIC.COM
Facebook: Randy Day Music • twitter: @randydaymusic
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Jacky Jack White

Thanks for playing “Justi�ed”
Distributed to radio by Millennium Music Group

Be looking for my new radio single,

WHITE PICKET FENCE
Distributed to radio by Canyon Creek Records

Booking Information
205-499-9988
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Carol Barham
Thanks DJs for playing my new single release,

NEW FEATHERS
On Hey Y’all Media Compilation
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By Deborah Baliles
A dream came true, sooner than later, for twenty-six-year-old
Benjamin (Ben) James. Always dreaming of becoming a professional
musician, in 2020 Ben joined Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver, playing
guitar and singing tenor. The good dream would run for two years
until Doyle retired. Ben would become part of the group, Dailey
&Vincent, presently touring, playing guitar, and singing tenor.

T

he son of a Baptist minister, Ben was born and
raised in Icard, North Carolina to Eric and Lori
James. (Icard is pronounced IKE-erd, expect a
swift correction from the good folks if saying I-card.) Moving
on, Ben’s childhood was filled with Southern Gospel’s
old-time, four-part harmonies. A young kid in church would
fall in love with that music style, “I still try my best to echo
those sounds of home.”
Ben’s parents have always been his source of support, his
biggest fans. He says, “My home was like, my mom was the
cheerleader who shared all my big dreams. Dad was the one
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who spoke reality. It was the perfect mix of dream big, work
hard. I grew up with one older sister, Erin. To this day, that
girl is my best friend!” His dad sang in a quartet in his younger
years. Ben remembers the car rides with dad, listening to The
Cathedrals, Gold City, and the other Gospel quartets that
rolled across the radio.
Ben would learn to sing tenor, his favorite part to sing.
His favorite tenor singer - Jimmy Fortune of The Statler
Brothers. “Jimmy’s powerful voice would cut right through,
and I knew I wanted to sing just like that.” But first, Ben
would graduate from Appalachian State University with a

degree in risk management. He went to work in the insurance
field, and quickly realized, “Nope, this desk isn’t for me.”
Ben ventured to Nashville to try the break into the music
world. Standing in the window of Hilltop Studio, looking out
the window, there stood Jimmy Fortune. “I didn’t want to be
starstruck, but I was! There stood my hero. I couldn’t help
but to shake his hand and introduce myself. Learning that I
was a tenor singer too, he took the time to get to know me
and hear some of my songs.” A new friendship had begun.
Later that same evening, Fortune was playing the Station
Inn, asking Ben if he wanted to tag along. “Why wouldn’t I
go hang out with my biggest musical inspiration of all time?
You bet I went. As the show ended, Jimmy asked me on stage
to sing a song with him, The Statler Brothers’ esteemed,
Elizabeth. Boy was I nervous, but it was all good.”
Ben had no idea that as he sang that night, notes were
being taken and an important connection was about to be
made. Doyle Lawson was looking for a high lead/tenor singer.
Apparently, a few folks from that evening made the “good
word” calls to Lawson. A day later Doyle called Ben. Within
three days, Ben was off to Bristol, Tennessee to meet Lawson.
Ben got the job. “If that isn’t a door opened from God, then
I don’t know what is.” Already a fan of Lawson, an absolute
legend in Bluegrass and Bluegrass Gospel, he gave Ben his
first opportunity in the music world/industry. “Doyle molded
me as a singer and musician, as well as being a role model
for the entire band. I am incredibly proud to be a Quicksilver
alumnus.” In the last months with Quicksilver, Doyle would
accept an invitation to play the Grand Ole Opry. The Opry
circle has welcomed so many legends over time, and tonight,
here we stand, “There is no way this is happening right now!
It was a night I will never forget.”
Although one tends to momentarily forget while standing
on the stage, still, there are lows to bring a musician down.
There are a lot of missed family things, because a scheduled
show takes the precedence. Ben must continually remind
himself, “God has given me a gift; if I can reach one person
with what I am doing, it is worth it all.”
He adds, “The most important thing I want to share is
salvation. A preacher’s kid can be a tough childhood, but
looking back, I would not change it for anything. (Not all can
boast of at least twenty sets of grandparents under one roof,
in my home church.) On a Sunday night, this eight-year-old-

kid realized that I needed a Savior. I remember looking around
and seeing joy on the saints’ faces as they sang, I Have
Decided To Follow Jesus. The joy on their faces was Jesus.
Crying, approaching my parents, I decided that I wanted to
follow Jesus too. We all knelt together and they led me to
Christ. Through His sovereign grace, I was welcomed into
the family of God. If you are living life without Jesus Christ
as your Savior, you aren’t living at all, my friend.”
Ben was thrilled to join such an accomplished band,
Dailey & Vincent. He considers Jamie and Darrin great
bosses, who know the music industry through and through.
Not to mention, both are renowned vocalists and musicians.
“I am loving my time with them and the band.” Another
unforgettable night for Ben was when Dailey & Vincent
played the Ryman Auditorium, where it all started. “It was
much the same feeling as when watching my favorite Gospel
and Bluegrass groups on that stage.”
Ben has released his first solo single, Teardrops In
Tennessee, after pairing up with RBR record label. The song
hit radio in July, 2022, and he is so excited for folks to hear
it. Ben and RBR are working on an entire album, hopeful
release early 2023.
Another dream of Ben’s is scheduled for November,
2022; that’s when he will marry his lovely fiancé, Maggie. “I
will forever be thankful to God for sending her my way. She
is the glue that holds everything together. She has the most
selfless and serving heart I have ever known. Her center is
Christ, and she is an inspiration and joy to all who know her.”
Ben James has a mission and a few career goals. “First
and foremost, I never want to stray away from sharing the
love of Jesus through song. In every band, in every show,
Gospel music has a huge part. I want to be remembered as a
joyful soul. I want people to see that the happy on stage is the
same happy off stage. We all mess up and have bad days, but
there will always be forgiveness and an abundance of joy. I
hope to be singing for Jesus for the rest of my days, my
dreams all fulfilled.”
www.daileyandvincent.com
www.facebook.com/Ben-James-Official
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